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AVING given fome account of this book 
H in my laft Journal, I fhall here proceed 
to take notice of fome of the moft remarkable 
paffiges in the remaining part of it. 


The VilIth chapter gives an account of Baf- 
fora city, and that part of Arabia de/erta in 
which it ftands; with remarks on its govern- 
ment and commerce ; and fome occurrences, 
both ancient and modern, that have happened 
to it ; as alfo an account of the famous river 
Euphrates. Baffora is a large city, and ftands 
about two miles from the banks ot the Euphra- 
tes, and thirty from the fea-fhore. It is faid to 
have been built by Trajan, and to have been 
the birth-place of another Roman Emperor, 
Philip the Arabian. A pipe of tobacco is there 
the ordinary Regale of the Ladies, as well as 
the Gentlemen. The country abounds with de- 
licious fruits, but chiefly with dates, which are 
the common food, and very nourifhing. Baf- 
fora exports yearly for foreign countries above 
toooo tons of dates ; a vaft quantity ! which 
employs abundance of feamen, as well as great 
numbers of poor in gathering, drying, and 
packing them up in mats made of the leaves of 
the date-tree. The Author bought 160 pound 
weight of wet dates for 2s, 3d. fterling, which 
is at the rate of 6 pound tor a penny ; and 
fometimes they are cheaper. About 80 miles 
higher up the river ftands Comera, by common 
tradition the refidence of Job. When the Cap- 
tain was at Baffora, he tells us there were three 
Romifh Priefts there, who to make the moft 
of their Miffion, turned the Church allowed 
them by the Government into a Tavern, where 
. they 
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they fold arrack which they diftilled from dates, 
and procured birds of Paradife, (as he calls La- 
dies of pleafure) for their cuftomers, whether 
Jews, Chriftians, or Mahometans : An effectual 
way this of drawing great numbers to Church. 
The horfes in this part of Arabia are well fha- 
ped, and have a fine fpirit ; and the Arabs are 
wonderfully dextrous in managing them. They 
fhoot an arrow, or throw a lance at full fpeed, 
and feldom mifs the mark. They will ftoop at 
full {peed, and take up a hare as fhe runs with 
their hands ; or throw a lance in the air, and 
catch it with their hands. And indeed, moft 
ef their employment, when young, is to learn 
this art. 


In the IXth chapter, we find a defcription 
of the fea-coaft of Perfia, from Euphrates to 
Gombroon, with the places of commerce on 
the Perfian fide of the Gulph. About four 
days journey within land from the city of Con- 
gam, ftands the city Laar, which was the bury- 
ing-place of Lot, according to the tradition of 
the people, who pretend to fhow the tomb ftill, 
but do not know a word, fays my Author, about 
the poor woman his wife. ‘That there are ma- 
ny mountains of rock-falt there, is very cer- 
tain. At Gombroon, he fays, the heat of the 
{un affects the fea fo, that in Auguft it fends 
forth a ftench, which is as offenfive as that of 
putrified carcafes, and tarnifhes gold or filver 
as bad as the bilge-water of a light fhip. The 
furges of the fea throw vaft quantities of {mall 
fhell-fifh out upon the fhore ; and from thefe, 
very probably, it is that the fmell proceeds. 
Not far from this city are natural cold and hot 
baths, which cure itches, poxes, leprofics, and 
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rheumatifms ; but the water is not arinkable, 
and fuch as tafte it, find it a powerful Eme- 
tick. A little way from hence, there is alfo to 
be feen a very remarkable tree, or rather a 
wood fprung out of one tree, the branches of 
which fpread wide, and from them other 
branches defcending to the ground, take root, 
and the branches rifing again from thence, 
fpread as the firft did; fo that it is become 
near 300 yards from one end to the other of it, 
and can fhelter 10000 men from the fun. Its 
leaves are large and thick, and it bears a red 
berry, ufeful only for crows and parrots. In 
the fides of fome mountains in this country 
there are caverns, by the inhabitants called bell’s 
mouths, which fometimes fend fuch hot, dry 
blafts of wind, as kill man or beaft that does 
not fhun them ; which is done by falling flat 
on the ground, or turning the cattle’s tails to 
the wind. 'Thefe blafts may be feen fome mi- 
nutes before they come near enough to do hurt, 
and blow over in a minute or two, being con- 
fined to a {mall fpace of ground. They com- 
monly rife in the heat of the day. The Au- 
thor tells a ftory of two French Gentlemen, 
who died miferably in 1712, being {corched to 
death by one of thefe blafts, while they lay afleep 
in a Caravan-feray, or fort of Inn, at noon, 
having imprudently left the window open for 
coolnefs. It had fuch a violent effeét upon their 
bodies, that when their fervants pulled off the 
fheet with which they were covered, the skin 
and part of the flefh followed it. 


In. the Xth chapter, our Author continues 
his obfervations on the Empire of Perfia, and 
gives 
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gives an account of its extent, of the reduction 
of Ormuze to the obedience of Perfia, by the 
affiftance of the Englifh ; and of the late revo- 
Jution by Mirreweys. It is reported that when 
the Englifh reduced the Ifland of Ormuze to 
the obedience of Perfia, by driving out the Por- 
tugueze, fo much bullion was found in the ca- 
ftle they had built there, that in dividing the 
plunder between the Englifh and Perfjans, it 
was meafured by long boats ful] ; and that one 
hoat being pretty deep loaden, and the Officer 
{till throwing in more, the boat{wain fell into 
a paffion with him, and {wore that for every 
fhovel full he threw more into the boat, he 
would throw two into the fea; for he could 
not tell what would fatisfy them, if a long-boat 
loaded with money would not. 


Some particulars relating to the late Revolu- 
tion in Perfia he tells differently from the ac- 
counts given by F. du Cerceau. He pretends 
that the Attama-Doulet, or Vizier, whofe 
eyes Schah-Huffein put out, upon a falfe accu- 
fation of a defign to dethrone him, as F. du Cer- 
ceau relates, was really guilty, and confeffed his 
being engaged in fuch a plot when the King 
charged him with it; and that he boldly told 
him, that fince he was difcovered, he thought 
it rather glorious than difhonourable tor him, 
to fuffer for endeavouring to prevent ‘the ruin 
which he forefaw would inevitably fall upon his 
country, by the King’s bad government. Fur- 
ther, he fays, he was affured by fome Arme- 
nian Merchants that there was fuch a plot, three 
years before it came to be difcoverecd, which 
happened the very night on which it was to be 
executed. He alfo differs from F..du Cerceau, 
L 3 in 






































































170 The Prefent State of Art. 13. 
in making this Attama-Doulet Mirreweys’s, or 
Myrr-Mabomud’s father ; by which likewife he 
feems to make Mirreweys either the fame with 
Myrr-Mahomud, or elfe his brother ; whereas 
F. du Cerceau fays he was his father. ‘The de- 
feat which the King’s Forces received from 
thofe of Mirreweys, a little way from I{pahan, 
and which F. du Cerceau fays was owing to 
the treachery of one of the Generals, Captain 
Hamilton fays was the effect of a ftratagem 
ufed by Mirreweys ; who having dug a trench 
a pretty way from the front of his army, had 
a large quantity of gun-powder in it, to which, 
after a great number of the Perfian troops had 
paffed it, he fet fire, and by that means fo 
{corched fome, and frightned the reft, that they 
all fled without ftriking a ftroke. He differs 
alfo in this ; that inftead of Myrr-Mabomud, he 
fays Mirreweys took the City of Ifpahan, and 
that he immediately caufed the King’s head to 
be ftruck off, and carried upon a pike round the 
city in triumph three days fucceffively. 


Chap. XI. treats of the Mogul’s dominions 
on the river Indus ; particularly of the ancient 
kingdom of Sindy, its product and commerce, 
religion ahd cuftoms ; with a defcription of the 
river Indus. 


Chap. XII. treats of the ancient kingdom of 
Guzerat, now a province annexed to the Mo- 
gul’s dothinions ; its fituation, product, thane 
ners and religion ; witk fome account of the 
Pirates that inhabit part of it, and fome obfer- 
vations on Dice, a Portugueze city‘on an Ifland 
appertaining to Guzerat. The Sangamiats are 
a people who inhabit beyond the Indus, and 
4 live 
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live by piracy. Before they engage, they make 
themfelves furious by drinking an intoxicating 
liquor called Bang, which is made of a feed 
like that of hemp. They wear long hair ; and 
when that hangs loofe, they neither give nor 
take quarter. Our Author gives an account of 
feveral encounters they have had with Englifh 
fhips, particularly of one with the Adoruzng far, 
which I am informed Captain Hamilton himfeit 
commanded in that action. She was richly la- 
den, and had but 17 fighting men on board, 
when fhe was attacked by eight fail of thefe 
Pirates, manned with above 2000; yet fhe brave- 
ly defended herfelf, and luckily efcaped their 
hands. 


Chap. XIII. gives an account of the Cities 
of Cambay, Baroach and Surat. The Corne- 
lian and Agate ftones are found in the river of 
Cambay, and no where elfe in the world. ‘The 
inhabitants embroider the bef{t of any people in 
India, and perhaps in the world, fays my Au- 
thor ; who adds, that he has feen fome of their 
quilts worth 4o0/. fterling. The city of Surat, 
though it was begun to be built only in the 
year 1660, is now fo large and populous, as to 
contain above 200,000 fouls, and among{t them 
many prodigioufly rich, Mr. Hamilton tells us 
he knew one Abdul Gatour, a Mahometan, who 
drove a trade equal to the whole Englith Eaft- 
India Company, fitting out in one year above 
20 fail of fhips, from 300 to 800 tons, none of 
which had lefs of his own ftock than 10,0007. 
and fome of them had 25,000/.: Befides all 
which, it behoved him to have as much more 
of an inland ftock for the following year’s mars 
ket. Our Author relates fome very curious 
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particulars touching the Religion of the Ba- 
nyans, who are very numerous in Surat. They 
have 8¢ different fects, fays he, which do rnd 
eat with one another.’ The greateft part of the 
Eaftern religion confifts in forms of worfhip, 
and abftaining from certain meats. The Brah- 
mans, who are the priefts of moft of the feéts, 
have a trick of gulling thofe who are dange- 
roufly fick out of large fums of money, by per- 
fuading them that. if they leave legacies to 
their Church, they fhall receive them ten-fold 
in Paradife ; for which purpofe they put into 
the dead perfon’s hands a true account of his 
legacy, with a bill of exchange at the bottom 
for ten times the value, drawn. upon fome emi- 
nent Saint who deals in fuch exchange in Para- 
dife. Among feveral other feéts of “priefts, he 
tells us the Jongies practife great aufterities and 
mortifications, contemn worldly riches, and go 
naked, except a bit of cloth about their loins ; 
and fome deny themfelves even that, delight- 
ing in naftinefs and an aukward obfcenity. They 
never cut or comb their hair, and befmear their 
bodies and faces with afhes, which makes them 
look Jike devils more than men. I have feen, 
fays the Captain, a fandtified rafcal of feven foat 
high, and his limbs well proportioned, with a 
large turbant of his own hair wreathed about 
his head, fitting quite naked under the fhade of 
a tree, with a pudcidum like an afs, and a hole 
bored through his prepuce, in which a large 
gold-ring was fixed. This fellow was much re- 
vered by numbers of young married women, 
= proftrating themfelves before the living 
Priapus, and taking him devoutly in their hands, 
kiffed him, whilft his bawdy owner ftroked their 
Billy heads, rauttering fome filthy prayer far 
their 
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their prolification. The feverities of the Jon-. 
gies, adds my Author, are beyond belief to 
thofe who haye not been eye-witneffes of them. 
Some ftand on ane foot fome years, with their 
arms tied to a beam of an honfe, or branch of 
a tree over their heads, and always continue in 
that pofture, except when nature calls for exo- 
neration ; for others feed them while they ftand. 
Their arms in time fettle in that pofture, and 
ever after become ufelefs. Some fit in the fun- 
fhine, with their faces looking upwards, till 
they are uncapable of altering the pofture of 
their necks, their gullet {welling almoft as thick 
as their heads ; and they alfo take no fuftenance 
with their own hands. Others clinch their fifts, 
and tie them in that pofture, till their finger- 
nails come through the backs of their hands. 
Their faftings alfo are incredible. In this and 
the next chapter, the Author relates many other 
curious particulars, too long to infert here, con- 
cerning the Religion and Cuftoms of this coun- 


try. 


Chap. XV. treats of the famous Aureng-Zeb’s 
birth, his polijticks and actions in order to ob- 
tain the empire, and of his long and profpe- 
rous reign. Cha Jehan was one of the polireft 
Princes that ever ruled the great Empire of 
Mogulftan. He was a great patron to fuch as 
were skilled in arts and {cienccs : He gave great 
encouragement to Foreigners to come to his 
Court, treated them kindly and familiarly, and 
allowed them handfome penfions to live on. 
He would often fend for the moft polite among 
them, and difcourfe them about the laws, cu- 
ftoms, commerce and ftrength of the European 
nations ; and what he found valuable among 
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of them, he endeavoured to introduce into his 
own dominions. He was forry to fee the moft 
beautiful part of the Creation fhut up in Sera- 
glio’s, bred up in ignorance, and debarred the 
pleafures of converfation. He refolved to de- 
liver the Ladies from that reftraint, which un- 
reafonable cuftom had laid them under, and to 
give them the fame freedom they enjoyed in 
fome European nations. The firft ftep he took 
was to order all the Ladies at his Court at Agra 
to provide precious ftones to bring to a market- 
place which he had erected ; and the Noble- 
men he ordered to buy them, at whatever price 
the Ladies put upon them: The King himfelf 
was alfo to be a buyer, to put the greater ho- 
nour on the new-erected market. Accordingly, 
his Majefty coming to the booth of a very pret- 
ty Lady, asked what fhe had to fell. She fhowed 
him a fine, large, rough diamond, as fhe called 
it, and demanded for it 12500/. fterling, which 
{ the King readily paid down, tho’ he perceived 
ae that the pretended diamond was only a piece of 
| fine tranfparent fugarcandy ; and falling into 
converfation with her, and finding her wit as 
engaging as her beauty, he ordered her to fup 
with him that night in his Palace. She went, 
and {taid with him three days and three nights, 
and then went back to her husband, who wasa 
commander of s000 horfe. He received her 
very coldly, and told her he would continue ci- 
vil to her, but would never cohabit with her 
again. The Lady alarmed at this terrible me- 
nace, ran back to the palace, and acquainted the 
King with what her husband had faid. Where- 
upon the poor man was ordered to be caft to the 
elephants, but having defired and obtained leave 
to fpeak to the King, he told him that he in- 
tended 
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tended what he had faid to his wife, as the 
greateft honour to his Majefty, feeing he thought 
any fubjeét unworthy ever to cohabit with a 
woman whom his Majefty had honoured with 
his embraces. The King paufing a little, recal- 
led the fentence of death, and inftead of it con- 
ferred honours and riches upon the cunning 
lucky husband, but took his wife into his own 
Seraglio, where after nine months fhe became 
the mother of the famous Aurengzeb. The hi- 
{tory of the method by which this young Prince 
came at laft to be mafter of the whole Empire, 
though he had feveral elder Brothers, is very 
entertaining, but too long to be inferted here. 
And as it is impoffible to give a regular continu- 
ed Extra@t of thefe Voyages, or to take notice 
of all the curious particulars in them, I muft 
refer my readers for further fatisfaétion to the 
book itfelf 





ARTICLE XIV. 


Atrocis rariflimique Morbi Hiftoria al- 
tera; confcripta ab HERMANNO BoEr- 
HAAVE. Ludg. Batav. 1728. in Evo. 
page. 31- 

That is, 

An ACCOUNT of @ very terrible and un- 
common Diflemper. By Dr. BOERHAAVE. 
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fy “urs is the fecond hiftory of a remarkable 
medicinal Cafe writ by Profeffor Boer- 
haave. The firft was of the burfting of the up- 
per orifice of the ftamach by vomiting. This 
fecond is of an excrefcence grown in the cavi- 
ty of the breaft. A cafe very fingular, and 
hardly to be met with in any phyfical Au- 
thor. 
The perfon who died of it, was the Mar- 
quis of St. Auyban, living at the Hague. 


Dr. Boerhaave begins with defcribing the 
make and conftitution of his body, the temper 
of his mind, the diet and exercifes he ufed, 
and the feveral infirmities he had been fubject 
to, from his childhood to the time of his laft 
illnefs, with the medicines prefcribed in curing 
them : Which is a method the Doétor thinks 
ought to be followed by all medical Hifto- 
rians 

About fix months after the Marquis had been 
cured of the hemorrhoids, an hereditary diftem- 
per under which he had cruelly laboured for 

many years, he began to feel an exquifite and 
continual pain under the left fhoulder, in the 
infide of his breaft, which in time fpread itfelf 
all over that left fide, and daily increafed ia 
intenfenefs, accompanied with a perpetual cough 
that feemed to tear his lungs to pieces. The 
Phyficians called thefe pains rheumatick, and 
applied remedies that might have been proper 
in fuch a cafe, but were fo far from being fer- 
viceable in this, that the pain feemed rather to 
increafe, and grow more fixed than ever.. And 
when Dr. Boerhaave was at laft called, the 
soor Patient had pafled many days and nights 
with 
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without fleep, in {pight of opiats, under the 


moft racking torture ; unable to lye down, and 
forced to fit in bed with his body double, lean- 
ing forwards upon his knees raifed and fupport- 
ed by cufhions. 

Dr. Boerhaave being come, confulted with 


| the Family-Phyfician, Dr. de Bye, and learned 


from him the beginning and fymptoms of the 
diftemper, and the remedies hitherto ufed, with 
the fuccefs they» had. And imagining the 
fymptoms to arife chiefly from fome caufe that 
prevented the parts fubfervient to the dilata- 
tion of the cheft trom playing freely, he pre- 
{cribed emollients inwardly and externally. Af- 
ter which remedies, fome eafe was found, and 
the pains never grew again fo intolerable as 
they had been. But a moft troublefome cough 
followed not long after, which yielded to no 
remedy but opium, and then only for a fhort 
time. And now and then the Patient was rea- 
dy to be choked, being unable to fetch his 
breath without bending back his head, raifing 
his cheft, and making a horrid and very dif- 
agreeable noife in infpiration. And all this 
while he was almoft continually obliged to fit 
up with his head raifed, and his neck ftretched 
out ; every other pofture being grown impoffi- 
ble to him, and the leaft motion from his feat 
making his face turn black and bloated, his eyes 
ftart out of his head, and his lungs gafping for 
breath. ‘The pronouning of a tew words would 
put him in the fame condition. All this while 
(which feemed very ftrange to his Phyficians ) 
his pulfe was ftrong, equable, and not over- 
quick, and his body in good plight, both as to 
nourifhment and warmth. Thus he continued 
for near a month, having but feldom any “" 
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leafe from pain, except now and then for an 
hour at moft; tho’ at the fame time he had a 
very good ftomach, and would even eat greedi- 
ly, and too much, if he was allowed it. A- 
bout eight days before his death, his hemor. 
rhoids began to flow, which gave him an in- 
credible pleafure, as thinking that would prove 
the remedy to his diftemper. The feventh of 
July, there came from him a pretty large quan- 
tity of coagulated blood. ‘he next day, he 
voided again a great deal more, and found him- 
felf brisk enough to walk a few paces in his 
room ; and at the fame time had fo ravenous 
an appetite, that he eat of feveral difhes, with- 
out fear of choking, or the fenfation of fuffo- 
cation, which he uted often to be affected with; 
and, what he had not done for many weeks be- 
fore, he made a plentiful and chearful fupper. 
He paffed a moft cruel night, and the next day 
found himfelf more oppreffed than ever. ‘The 
tenth of July, in the morning, he was found 
by Dr. du Bye fitting up in his bed, almoft 
choked, with his face and neck {fwelled, his 
eyes ftarting out of his head, and his skin of a 
livid, deadly hue: But his mind was found, 
and his voice ftill ftrong. He told his Phyfi- 
cian what he had fuffered in the night, and 
earneftly begg’d to be blooded. Soon after, he 
had a ftrong fuffocating fit ; his face grew every 
minute blacker and blacker, till it became al- 
moft like that of a Negro ; and as he was defi- 
ring his wife to pray to God for him, his breath 
failed him ; he fell forwards, and expired. 





Having obtained leave to open his body, 
Dr. Boerhaave began the diffection the next 


day before Dr. du Bye, the Surgeon Porcher, 
and 
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and Mr. de Vique, uncle to the deceafed. Out- 
wardly nothing at all could be perceived unna- 
tural, except a prominence in his belly, which 
could not he afcribed to any preceding full 
meal. But upon cutting the pleura on the 
right fide, a kind of lymph, thin, yellow- 
ifh inodorous broke out impetuoufly and plenti- 
fully, and the lung appeared adhering to the 
pleura towards the upper ribs and their cartila- 
es. 

: On the right fide there was no water, but 
the lung adhered all along to the pleura, as low 
as the diaphragm, and to the diaphragm itfelf: 
After obferving this, the Doétor laid the breaft 
quite open by feparating and raifing the fternum. 
And then he faw grow firmly to the membrane 
that lines the cartilaginous fegments of the 
ribs, a great lump of matter of a different fub- 
{tance trom that of the lungs, of a white and 
healthy colour, except in the middle, where 
there was no {mall impofthume containing a li- 
quid, milky matter, fomewhat glutinous, but 
not purulent. And this lump feemed to fill the 
whole capacity of the cheft from the throat to 
the diaphragm. It was every where nearly of 
the fame fubftance, and pretty hard, adhering 
to the ribs, fternum, vertebre of the thorax, 
and the diaphragm, except where the pericar- 
dium with the heart and larger veffels lies. 

On the left fide of the breaft this lump was 
much larger than on the right; for there it had 
fo compreffed the lungs againft the ribs, as to 
render them abfolutely impervious to the air 
and blood. Here was then the original feat 
of the diftemper ; and here were felt the firft 
tearing pains from the compreffion of the 
pleura. 

On 
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On the right fide, the tumor had ftill left 
fome few lobes of the lungs uncompreffed, and 
open to the air, and had forced thither, from 
its original fituation, the heart and the pericar- 
dium. Being feparated from the lungs, and 
put into a icale, it was found to weigh fix 
pounds and a quarter, though it was of a very 
light confiftence. It had the colour of tallow, 
and a {mall quantity of a milky liquor ouzed 
out when cut through, but appearing one fo- 
lid mafs, without any vifible veffels; or any 
membrane in the infiae, or any cells or bags. 
Being rubbed betwixt the fingers, it melted, 
and run like fat oil ; fo that it may pafs for a 
true genuine Seatoma. 

This bulky mafs filling almoft the whole ca- 
pacity of the cheft, had ftrangely alter’d the 
pofition and appearance of all the vé/cera. It 
had preffed down the diaphragm into the caé¢ 
vity of the belly, and that part of it where the 
heart in the pericardium lies; below the na+ 
vel. The mediaftinum was diftended in the 
like manner, as well as the blood-veffels that 
come out of the pericardium. 


From what has been faid, may eafily be de- 
duced the caufe of all the feveral fymptoms ob- 
ferved in the courfe of this diftemper, and of 
the death that followed. And the knowledge 
of this cafe may help Phyficians to guefs at the 
caufe of the like fymptoms, if ever they meet 
with them hereafter. 
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ARTICLE XV. 


The History of the Propagation of Chri- 
ftianity, and Overthrow of Paganifm: 
Wherein the Chriftian Religion is cons 
firm'd , the rife and progrefs of Heathen 
Idolatry is confider’d, the overthrow of 
Paganif{m, and the fpreading of Chrifti- 
anity in the feveral Ages of tke New Te- 
ftament Church is explained , the prefent 
ftate of Heathens is enquired into, and 
methods for their Converfion offered. By 
RoBeErRT MILLAR, M.A. Printed, and 
fold by G.Straban, in Cornhill, 8. Chand- 
ler, F. Clark and R. Hett, in the Poultry. 


In two Volumes, 8vo. Vol. I. contains 
pagg. 675. Vol. Il. 602. 


_—— book, tho’ printed fome time ago, 
and this the fecond edition of it; the 
firft having been publifhed at Edinburgh, and 
the whole Impreffion near fubfcribed for, fo 
that few or no copies of it reach’d this place ; 
and it having not as yet been taken notice of in 
SEPTEMBER 1728, M any 
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any Journal, either at home or abroad; we 
thought it very well deferved a place in this; and 
much too great and valuable a performance to 
be flighted or neglected. 

The defign of the reverend and learned Au- 
thor of the prefent work, is fo fully and clearly 
fet forth in the title prefixed to it, that there 
is lefs occafion to enlarge on it here. *Tis 
chiefly to excite us to the fincereft and higheft 
gratitude to the Deity, for having delivered us 
trom that moft abjeét and miferable ftate of 
pagan darkneis and idolatry, under which we 
were funk, before the light of the Chriftian 
revelation arofe upon us, and fhone amongft 
us : To fet before us, in the cleareft and fulleft 
view, the feveral wonderful fteps of the divine 
Providence, in propagating Chriftianity over 
the heathen world, from the firft era thereot 
down to the prefent times : To move and ex- 
cite our pity and compaffion for that moft 
wretched ftate of flavery and ignorance, 
to which the prefent part of the pagan 
world, and who make up fo large a part ot it 
too, are {till condemned ; and to make all fin- 
cere Chriftians more fervent and zealous to con- 
tribute their beft and utmoft endeavours, that 
the Chrittian religion may be yet further f{pread 
and propagated, even to the ends of the earth, 
and the utmoft bounds of the habitable world. 

The whole work is divided into nine parts, 
or fo many feveral chapters. The firft four 
whereof make up the firft Volume, and the five 
laft the fecond. 

The firft of which treats of the Truth and 
Excellence of the Chriffian Religion, which 
he judged a neceflary preliminary and introdutti- 


on to the whole: for if men are not firmly per- 
{uaded 
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fuaded of this point, *tis impoffible they can be 
truly thankful for the Go/pe/ of Cbri/?, or that 
they can be fervent and zealous for its propaga- 
tion throughout the world. And indeed the fo 
fudden and glorious enlargement of Cbrift’s 
Church and Kingdom, the prefervation of it 
for fo many ages, the overthrow of pagan ido- 
latry, which had fo deep rooting for fo many 
thoufand years, and yet was at laft overturned, 
not by might nor by power, but by the ealy, 
natural, and rational methods of the Gofpel, 
inlightning the minds of men, and by the de- 
monftration of the Spirit, or power of Mira- 
cles, and the force of moral evidence, perfua- 
ding them to fubject themfelves to the laws of 
Chrift ; of all which we have fo full and parti- 
cular an account in the following hiftory, are 
plain and demonftrative proofs that the Chri- 
{tian Religion is of God, and no human inven- 
tion. 

For fure ’tis manifeft this perfuafion (if ever 
any did) came into the world with all poffi- 
ble difadvantages ; and the furprizing and uni- 
verfal propagation and eftablifhment of it at firft 
over almott all the countries of the then known 
parts of the earth, was one of the moft ama- 
zing miracles that ever was wrought fince the 
firft creation of all things. For people had com- 
mon fenfe then as well as now ; and all the 
corruptions of human nature were equally pow- 
erful. There was the fame arrogance and vain 
Opinion of their own wifdom, to render the 
doctrines which are acknowledged to lye beyond 
the reach of the difcovery of the moft exalted 
human reafon, offenfive to the men of fome 
learning and more vanity ; the fame fenfual ap- 
petites and vicious practices, to hold out againft 
M 2 and 
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and bid defiance to the precepts of chaftity and 
fobriety, felf-denial and mortification ; the fame 
pride and opinion of worldly grandeur, to raife 
their indignation and difdain of a crucified Sa- 
viour ; the fame love of the world, and ten- 
dernefs of their perfons, to prevent any rafh 
facrificing of their lives and eftates for a perfe- 
cuted faith, when nothing was promifed in re- 
compence but a very diftant hay ppinefs after 
death : And yet Ne, prevail that 
Faith did, in defpite of all human oppolition 
and inte ereft ; and prevail it could not have done 
by any other means than the almighty power 
of its Author and Protector, and the aftonifh- 
ing effects which the convidtion of its truth 
produced upon mens con{ciences. This certainly 
was argument fufficient, even to demonftration, 
that thofe words were not in any degree mif- 
applied, when put into the mouth of Chriftia- 
nity, and its firft preachers ; No, uot of man, nei- 
ther by matty nor of any other creature, but of 
God. 

And fhall it be efteemed any prejudice to this 
Religion, that men do not till lye under tke 
fame difficulties in the choice of it? After it 
has thus made its own way triumphantly, and 
either wearied out or won over its perfecutors ; 
fhall the multitude and number of its profeffors, 
and the peaceable and eafy exercife of it, be 


thought to derogate from its facred and divine 


authority ? Sure it is very unreafonable, that 
Faith fhould be thought of a divine and hea- 
venly original and extract no longer, than while 
it bids men embrace it at their utmoft peril. 
And yet I am perfuaded, there is not any one 
objection againft the Chriftian Religion, that 
has done it more prejudice in the minds of 
men, 
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men, who do not attend to the reafon and na- 
ture of things, and judge impartially, than this, 
relating to the prefent manner of prepegetings 
‘ and man’s firft entrance into it; while it is 
rged, That it is now become only a matter of 
cuitom and neceffity, the fate of man rather 
than his choice; who if adult is brought over 
by cuftom and example, by numbers and multi: 
tudes ; and if an infant, is prefently initiated 
into the prevailing perfuafion of his country or 
his family, and fo continues all his life long. 
Now as to the firit branch of this difficulty 
and objection, or what relates to the adult, the 
ignorance and ablurdity of it has been fufficient- 
ly expofed in whar has been already obferved 
and remarked upon this head. And as to the 
laft part or branch of this objection, or the 
cafe of infants being initiated into ir, €c. its 
being thus handed down in families, is only a 
plain and natural or neceflary effect and confe- 
quence of an eftablifhed principle: Parents 
could not have the affection which becomes 
their character, did they not take all lawful and 
commendable methods of putting their children 
in the fame way to heaven and happinefs, which 
they truft they are in themfelves, efpecially if 
the cafe lie between any other perfuafion and 
Chriftianity ; which they may probably judge is 
the only ordinary way thither. The entring 
children early into covenant with God, is a ve- 
ry profitable and charitable cuftom, providing 
the true notion and fignification of the word 
yimoly as ufed in the New 'Teftament, and by 
the ancient Chriitian Writers ; thofe efpecially 


va the earlieft ages of the Church, and which 


e tranflate infants, is rightly underftood, and 
the true period and duration of that age juftly 
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determined ; *Tis what he himfelf not only ad- 
mitted, but enjoined tormerly ; and fince he is 
much more eminently the Father of the Chri- 
ftians than of the jews, we have no reafon to 
fufpeét they fhall be lefs favourably received, 
when thus dedicated to him art the right time, 
and in the manner and method he himfelf has 
prefcribed by our Saviour and his Apoftles. 

If men happen to be bred up in a wrong per- 
fuafion, there is little queftion to be made but 
there will be great and gracious allowances for 
the prejudices in which the prepoffeffions of e- 
ducation have involved therh. But be they in 
the right, or in the wrong, it is every one’s 
duty, jo far as his opportunity and capacity will 
give him leave, to examine and fee, that he 
may have the fatisfa¢tion of being better efta- 
blifhed in the truth, or elfe of retracting his 
errors. Where this is not done, it is a negle& 
that muft be anfwered for, and far from the 
intent of truth : For truth will bear enquiry ; 
and the more nicely fhe is look’d into, the bet- 
ter fhe is liked, the more admired, and triumphs 
and reigns more abfolute. The Apoftle St. Pe- 
ter pofitively commands, that we fhould Le rea- 
dy to give a reaf{on of the hope that is inus: And 
though men are more difpofed to confider, when 
their opinions are iike to coft them dear, yet 
the reafon of the command is univerfal, and 
by no means reftrained to times of perfecution 
only. Every man fhould do his beft to obey it ; 
and every party and perfwafion ought to encou- 
rage it: And if any do not, but hide the key 
of knowledge, either by detaining, or denying 
the ufe of the Scriptures, or not leaving men 
to the free exercife of modeft and impartial rea- 
fon in their interpretation of them ; Thefe are 
the 
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the men who act moft contrary to St. Peter’s 
doctrine here, and indeed to the main fcope 
and defign of both the Jewifh and Chriftian Re- 
velation. 


But to return from this digreffion. If we 
confider the prefent work in the firft view, or 
as an account of the wonderful fuccefs and fur- 
prizing propagation of Chriftianity all over the 
face of the earth, efpecially in the firft ages, 
notwithftanding all the difficulties, the cruel and 
fierce oppofition it met with ; then the whole 
may be confider’d as one continued argument 
and demonftration of its truth and certainty: 
Yet hath our Author, in this his firft chapter, 
brought a great number and variety of other 
arguments to prove the fame ; as alfo the truth 
both of natural religion, and the Jewifh reve- 
lation, and the falfity and abfurdity of all other 
pretended revelations both of Mahometifm and 
Paganifm ; and in a fhort compafs brought to- 
gether all the variety of topicks generally urged 
on this occafion, whether arifing from the in- 
ternal or external evidence belonging to this 
Inftitution ; fuch as the great excellency of its 
doctrine, the miracles that attended its firft pro- 
mulgation, the prophecies accomplifhed by it ; 
the great evidence it receives from the teftimo- 
nies of its adverfaries, Jews as well as Hea- 
thens, €%c. But as he pretends not to add any 
thing new on thefe topicks, we fhall forbear re- 
peating or enlarging upon them here, as foreign 
to our prefent view and defign. 


After having largely proved the truth of the 
Chriftian revelation, in his firft chapter ; before 
he enters on the great and principal fubject of 

1 4 this 






















































































188 The Prefent State of Art. 18. 


this work, v7z. the overthrow of the heathen 
Idolatry, by the fpeedy and miraculous propa- 
gation of Chriftianity ; he thought it neceflary 
firft to confider the ftate of the heathen world, 
and the great progrefs Idolatry had made, be- 
fore the coming of our Saviour: And this he 
does in his fecond chapter ; where the origin 
and progrefs of Idolatry is traced, from the 
creation of the world to the birth of Chrift ; 
and all the feveral Deities of the Syrians, Pha- 
nictans, Egyptians, Canaanites, Greeks, Romans, 
and other nations in that period, are particularly 
examined and confider’d. 

And here we may juftly boaft and glory of 
the great fagacity and induftry of our modern 
Criticks and Antiquaries, in their many noble, 
{urprizing, and important difcoveries on thofe 
topicks : Our countryman Selden, Bochart, and 
Mr. Le Clerc, to name no more at prefent, 
have plainly proved, that all the ancient Greek 
Antiquaries put together, were not near fo well 
acquainted with the original of that Mythology, 
which then made up a great part of their Reli- 
gion, as well as of their Learning, as it is 
known at prefent ; fince the languages of thofe 
countries, from whence moft of their Rites 
and Stories took their original, have been care- 
fully examined, and critically ftudied. But ef 
thefe feveral particulars, we fhall have oppor- 
tunity hereafter to give much ampler proof and 
demonftration in fome of the following Jour- 
nals, and therefore fhall forbear further infifting 
upon them here. 


The Author modeftly apologizes for his 
enlarging fo much on the Rife and pro- 
grefs of Idolatry, in this work: but with- 
out 
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out doing this, he thought he could not do 
juftice to his principal fubject, it being necef- 
ia to his main defign. For, ferious thoughts 
upon the difmal ftate of the pagan world before 
the coming of our Saviour, muft make us more 
truly fenfible of, and thanktul tor the great and 
inedliauaale advantages of the Chriftian revela- 
tion, and his bringing life and immortality to 
light by the gofpel. Befides, the hiftory of the 
rife and progrefs of Idolatry, ferves to explain 
feveral texts of holy Scripture, that muft elfe 
remain unintelligible, and clear up feveral im- 
portant points, both in the Jewifh and Chriftian 
antiquities. 


In his third chapter he enters upon his main 
defign, and gives a true and genuine hiftory of 
the overthrow ot pagan idolatry, and the {pread- 
ing of Chriftianity, from the beginning of the 
firft to the end of the third Century, trom all 
the beft and moft authentick hiftories and re- 
cords of thofe ages that are left us, whether 
Pagan or Chriftian. 

The fall of Pagan idolatry by the preaching 
of the gofpel, and the converfion of the Gen- 
tiles, was perhaps the moft amazing revolution 
that ever happen’d in the world; and theretore 
infinitely deferves to be carefully and critically 
confidered and enquired into. 

The Author very juftly obferves upon this 
occafion, that the moft part of our Ecclefiafti- 
cal Hiftorians, who have hitherto treated this 
fubject, have join’d and — and thereby 
confounded this affair of the propagation of 
Chriftianity with fo many caeee things, that ’tis 
either flighted, or negligently handled by them ; 
or the fubject is not eafily attended to by com- 
mon 
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mon Readers, who cannot have their minds 
fix’d and intent upon fo many things at once, 
Befides, they never continue the matter to the 
prefent time, fome ending it with the twelfth, 
others with the thirteenth or fifteenth Century. 
And fome are far from carrying it fo low; the 
learned and laborious Dr. Cave going no fur- 
ther than the end of the fourth. 

He thought it therefore highly proper, and 
what was as yet a Defideratum in the learned 
world, after all that had been wrote upon this 
head, to deduce this matter from the firft and 
earlieft Aira and Original of the Chriftian 
Church to our own times ; that fo the reader 
may at one view have before him the wonderful 
conduct of divine Providence in all ages, in 
promoting and enlarging the Kingdom or Church 
of Chrift, and giving him the uttermoft parts of 
the earth for his poffeffion. The execution of 
this defign is of great importance, were it per- 
formed in any degree fuitable to the dignity of 
the fubject ; fince this alone, as has been already 
obferved, is fufficient to demonftrate the truth 
and divinity of the Chriftian Religion ; fo as 
even the hiftorical part of this Effay, from firft 
to laft, Ccontained entirely in four chapters, 
viz. the 3d, 4th, 6th and 8th) is an unanf{wer- 
able argument for the truth of Chriftianity. 
Mahometifm was propagated by the mere dint 
of power and violence: but where-ever the 
Gofpel came, Pagan darknefs and idolatry flew 
before it, as the vapours before the fun. The 
doétrine revealed by the Son of God, and feal- 
ed and confirmed by his death and fufferings, 


-flourifhed and fpread all over the then known 


world, in fpite of all the oppofition of flefh 
and blood, and all the powers of hell and earth 
united 
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united and combined againft it. In this alfo we 
fee the accomplifhment of the predictions and 
prophecies of the Old Teftament, concerning 
the enlargement of the Gofpel- Church, and the 
calling of the Gentiles, fulfilled in every age 
of the New ‘Teftament ; and the great and 
many advantages, and moft valuable bleffings 
and privileges thereof, extended even to our-~ 

elves ; fo that- thofe who formerly fat 7 dark- 
e(s, and in the region of the foadow of death, 
and whofe places ot abode were only bavitati- 
ons of cruelty, now fee this great light, and re-= 


jeice in the falvation of God : The uttermoft 


parts of the earth having been already given our 
Saviour for his poffeffion, and the Ifles wait 
for his Law. Here it is we fee Dagon falling 
before the Ark of God! Ignorance, Pagan ido 
latry, cruelty, and the tyranny and dominion 
of Satan, conquer’d and overcome by the pow- 
er of the Gofpel ; and this {fpreading and ex~ 
tending itfelf far ‘and wide, even over almoft 
the whole known world in a very fhort fpace of 
time ; and this without force of arms, folely 
by the preaching of a few obfcure and illiterate 
perfons, feveral of them being only unlearned 
fifhermen : Yet thefe triumphed over all the 
powers of darknefs, and policies of men and 
hell, making their way in oppofition to the 
wifdom of Philofophers, the arts of Magicians, 
the wiil of Princes, and all the temptations and 
terrors both of the fecular and infernal Powers ; 
which yet it could not poflibly h ave done, had 
not its Original and Authority been divine, and 
its Protector the Al mighty. 


- further continued in the fourth 
r of this firft Volume, to the 
end 


This fubje¢ 
and laft chap 




















= t= 


pe 


——— 


AE ee 











































Wish 
‘i 
fil { 
Bae 
i 


. sf 
} 


192 The Prefent State of Art. 15. 


end of the fourth Century. And as in the laft 
chapter we fee the Chriftian Church oppreffed 
and attacked by a continued track of the moft 
violent perfecutions, yet ftill gather ftrength 
in the midft of all thefe, zucreafe and multiply. 
For here was the beginning of a Church and 
Kingdom fet up, which can never be deftroyed ; 
but which fhall break in pieces and confume other 
Kingdoms, while it fhall fiand far ever. And 
as no lefs than a divine Power could banifh 
heathen Idolatry, which had been the Religion 
of the world for fo many ages, that fo power- 
fully had influenced and engaged the minds and 
affections of poor deluded mortals, was fo deep- 
ly and firmly rooted by long cuitom, laws, and 
inveterate prefcription, fupported by all the 
arts and ftratagems of Satan, and the whole 
power of the Roman Empire, which had then 
the dominion over the greateft part of the 
known world ; yet here we fhall fee this Ido- 
Jatry overthrown and abandoned, and Chrifti- 
anity afcend the throne of the Empire in the 
Perfon of Conftantine and his Succeffors, and 
the whole Roman Empire itfelf become Chri- 
ftian. <A ftrange and aftonifhing Revolution 
this ! 

The fum of this fourth chapter, JT cannot 
think better abridged, than in the following 
words of Theodoret, as we find them in the 
2oth chapter of his sth book of Eccl. Hiftory. 
*¢ Conftantine the great, a Prince worthy to 
“< be praifed, who firft adorned the Imperial 
“¢ throne with piety, when he obferved the 
** world running mad after Idolatry, exprefsly 
© forbad that any fhould worfhip Demons. 
*S His fons followed their father’s footfteps : 
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But Julian revived the wickednels of Paga- 
nifm, and added new fewel to its old er- 
rors. ‘To him fucceeded Jovian, who again 
prohibited the worfhip of Idols. The elder 
Valentinian governed Europe according to 
the fame rules ; while Valens, in the Eaft, 
permitted every body to worfhip and adore 
what they pleafed ; but conftantly perfecuted 
thofe, and thofe only, who maintained the 
Catholick and Apoftolick doétrine. All his 
time, the altars {moak’d with incenfe ; and 
the Gentiles brought their facrifices and 
drink-offerings to their Images, and kept 
their publick feafts in the open market-pla- 
ces. The Priefts and Votaries of Bacchus, 
clothed in goat-skins, ran up and down, tear- 
ing dogs in pieces, howling and making a 
dreadful noife ; behaving themfelves in a 
moft wild and frantick manner; with the 
reft of thofe mad ceremonies, whereby they 
were wont to celebrate their profane Fefti- 
vals. All which the moft religious Prince 
Theodofius, when he came to the Empire, 
did utterly extirpate and abolifh, and drove 
them to eternal filence and oblivion.” With 


this remarkable paffage of Theodoret, we fhall 


co 


nclude the prefent Abftract ; 


referving a fur- 


ther account of the fecond Volume of this learn- 


ed and ufeful work, 


which brings down the 


hiftory of the further progrefs and propagation 


of 


the feveral countries of the world, 


be 
to 


Chriftianity, and overthrow of Paganifm, ‘in 
from the 


ginning of the _ Century to fale wn time, 


fome other Journa! 
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ARTICLE XVI. 


SELECT € profanis Scriptoribus Hifto- 
ftoriz ; quibus admuifta funt varia ho- 
nefté vivendi Precepta, ex 1ifdem Scrip- 
toribus deprompta. Parifiis: apud Ja- 
cobum Stephanum. 1728. in 12° 


That is, 


Selec Histories, taken from the Greek 
and Latin Clafficks : To which are ad- 
dcd various moral Precepts, extratied 
from the fame Authors. In two Parts, 
the Ift Part contains 264 pages ; the 
IId, 231; befides a preface of 24 pa- 


ges. 


Ho’ this choice Colleétion is entirely in 
wi the Latin tongue ; yet Mr. Heuzc¢ the 
Author, a Profeffor in the Univerrlity of Pa- 
ris, has prefixed to it a Preface in the French 
language ; probably with a defign that every 
body might know what were the motives, that 
influenced and determined him to publifh this 
Collection from the ancient Greek and Latin 
Authors. 

Tis 
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Tis to the favourable reception and approba- 
tion the publick had already given to a like 
colle€tion of hiftories from the Old Teftament 
fome time ago publifhed, and of which Mr. 
Heuzé was alfo the Author, that the prefent 
work owes its birth and original. In both thefe 
collections, what the Author principally de- 
figns, is to put into the hands of youth, and 
others who begin to learn Latin, a work which 
they may eafily and readily underftand, and that 
at fome time may ferve to form and improve 
their tafte and morals. In order to which, the 
two principal objects he has {till in view thro” 
the whole, are firft the clearnefs of thought and 
expreffion, and fecondly, the ufefulnefs of the 
fubject matter. His care of the former has 
oblig’d him, efpecially in the firft part, to cut 
off trom all thofe hiftories and maxims he has 
borrowed from the antients, all fuch thoughts 
as were either obf{cure, or too fubtil and refin’d ; 
to change fometimes expreflions that were 
too florid and figurative into others more eafy 
and natural; to fhorten — that were too 
long: laftly, in preferring plainnefs and perfpi- 
cuity to number and harmony ; often to place 
the words in a more natural and regular order: 
their unnatural and irregular fituation, that pro- 
duces fo happy and beautiful an effect in the La- 
tin tongue, being what moft perplexes and con- 
founds thofe, who begin to interpret or tran- 
flate the Authors of that language. 

The Author readily owns, that in thus endea- 
vouring to facilitate the {tudy of that language, 
and the more ready underftanding their beft 


Authors, he has often made them lofe part of 


their beauty ; yet he affures us, there remains 
{till enough to pleafe and be ufeful to youth. 
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He thought it was far from aéting againft the 
intention of the immortal deceafed, who wrote 
for the benefit of pofterity, to take from them 
for a time part of their luftre and beauty, in 
favour of an age, we would only thereby the 
fooner put in a capacity to profit and improve 
by their admirable leflons, and moral inftruéti- 
ons. ‘ We fhall foon prefent them to their 
“© view, continues he, in all their ornaments 
“and majefty ; wz. As foon as we can judge 
** them capable of knowing and difcovering fo 
“° great beauties, and of being fenfibly touched 
&¢ and affected with them.” 

Notwithftanding all the care and pains the 
learned Profeffor “has taken in this cafe, he 
owns it impoflible that thofe who have only a 
very {mall and fuperficial tin€ture and know- 
ledge of the Latin tongue, readily to make 
ufe of this Collection. He has taken it chiefly 
from the eafieft of the Claflicks, for the right 
underftanding of which, young beginners want 
an interpreter and guide. ‘The peculiar and 
principal advantage he propofes from his book 
above moft others that have been wrote in the 
fame view, is the furnifhing youth with fuch an 
agreeable and entertaining variety of ufeful and 
diverting fubjects, as may at once fuffice to keep 
up and engage their attention, and form and 
adorn their morals. 

And further, to illuftrate this laft and fecond 
object, we mention’d above he had principally 
in view in making this collection: he enters 
here into a very curious and inftruéctive detail of 
all thofe great and fublime truths the pagans 
taught, and the many and heroick virtues they 
practifed. For fear of being tedious, we fhall 


here omit this long and curious digreffion, and 
only 
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only juft mention a few of the concluding lines 
of this beautiful picture and reprefentation of 
the pagan morals. Injuries, fays Mr. Houzc¢, 
were fuffered with patience, diffembled, forgot 
and pardoned, Friendfhip was here wite, reli- 
gious and faithful: liberality was prudent and 
induftrious. The frugality of the table, the 
beautiful fimplicity in drefs, houfhold furniture, 
lodgings, were as much the tafte of great 
captains and officers, as of philofophers. 
Kings then had the bowels of parents for their 
fubjetts. Virtue was practifed trom the love of 
duty, without the leaft view of reward or inte- 
reft : and nothing was efteemed ufeful, that was 


not pertectly agreeable to the ftriéteft laws of 


juftice and honour. 

As hiftory furnifhes us with examples of all 
kinds, of which fome are models tor inftructi-+ 
on, others of Deteftation and abhorrence, Mr. 
Houzé has made no {cruple among fo many 
patterns of various and the moft illuftrious vir- 
tues, to intermix fome of the contrary vices. 
This Contraft only ferves the more effectually 
to fhew us the deformity of the laft, and infpire 
us with the greater horror and deteftation of 
them. 

The examples he has chofen to propofe as 
models, are fometimes here pretty largely and 
circumftantially related, and the mora] precepts 
fully and amply delivered and unfolded. At 
other times both the one and the other very 
fuccinétly, and confift only in an anfwer or report 
of fome great captain or philofopher. Thefe laft have 
this advantage above the former, that they are 
much more eafily retain’d and remember’d. 
They are like fo many fudden flafhes, that 
make a deep and durable impreffion. 
SEPTEMBER 1728, N The 
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The Author being fully perfuaded, that ex- 
amples and precepts mutually affift and commu: 
nicate both light and ornament to each other, 
thought proper in imitation of Cicero to mix 
morality with hiftory. To reduce to a beauti- 
ful and regular order fo many maxims and facts 
of a very various nature and different kind, he 
has borrow’d the method Cicero has follow’d in 
the firft book of his Offices. We know all that 
is treated of there is referred ftill to one of the 
four Cardinal Virtues, as they are called, wiz. 
either to that of prudence, juftice, fortitude 
or temperance. Accordingly our Author has 
made four books of what he has to fay on each 
of thofe four virtues; and prefixed to them 
two others, the firft whereof treats of God, 
religion, and human nature; the fecond, of 
the liberal arts and f{ciences, and what may have 
any affinity or relation to them. 

The Author enters after this into a very par- 

ticular and circumftantial detail of the method 
he has followed ; which we chufe to omit ; what 
we have already faid being fufficient to give a 
true notion and idea of the method of this col- 
lection. 

He has indifferently made ufe of all the anti- 
ent Clafflicks, whether Greek or Latin; he has 
even alfo fometimes as it were melted them down, 
and blended them together upon the fame fact or 
maxim, in order torender the object reprefented more 
fenfible and con{picuous, and to avoid repetitions. 
He has judicioufly given the preference to the 
Latin Authors above the Greek, whom he al- 
ways Cites with great care and exactnefs, thus 
leavirig his readers at liberty to have recourfe to 
the originals. Yet he does not undertake to re- 
concile the hiftorians among themfelves, as to 
the 
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the truth of a faét, or its circumftances: it is 
enough for him, if his Authors are his vouchers. 

He alfo abftains from pafling any judgment, 
or making any reflections upon thofe paffages of 
the antients he inferts in this colleétion: This 
is a province he leaves to the criticks. 

Tho’ the Author is very fenfible of all the 
faults and errors of Seneca the philofopher, yet 
he thought it his indifpenfible duty not to neg- 
leé&t him, but to make ufe of an infinite number 
of very beautiful thoughts, maxims and exam- 
ples fcattered up and down his works ; and this 
fo much the rather, as this Author is either but 
very little, or not at ath known to our youth. 
Tis true, adds he, that he fhows every where 
affectation in his ftile, but his phrafes and fen- 
tences are fhort, his thoughts lively, and he oft- 
en adorns his difcourfes by juft comparifons and 
natural images, that extremely divert and re- 
frefh the imagination. 

The reft of the preface juftifies the idea the 
publick has already conceived of the piety of 
the Author, who explains at the end thereof 
the ufes this collection may be applied to, which 
by the great variety and choice of its matter de- 
ferves to engage the deepeft attention, and the 
moft earneft and ferious reflection not only of 
youth, but even of the moft aduit. 
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ARTICLE XVII 


ts OEuvres de Phyfique & de Mecha- 
itt nique de Meflieurs C. & P, PERRAULT, 
| de I’ Academie Royale des Sciences, & 
i de I’ Academie Frangoife. A Amfter- 
ii dam, chez Jean Frederic Bernard. 1728. 


4 That iS, 


it THE Phyfical and Mechanical TRACTS 
fi of Meffieurs C. and P. PERRAULT, 
Hi oa 
i Members of the Royal Academy of Sci- 


iit ences at Paris, and of the French Aca- 
Hi , 

a ~  demy of Eloquence. In two Volumes ato, 
it 1728. Vol.I. contains 321 pages; Vol. HE. 
| if, i 5 30. 


O many Journalifts have already difcour- 
fed and treated of Mr. Perrault and his 
Works, of which we have here a more full 
and correct Edition than any yet publifhed, 
that we think ourfelves obliged to fupprefs a 
very large and full Abftra¢t we had made there- 
of. Books that are only reprinted, and have 
alrea= 
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already been often abridged in former Journals 

of this kind, not requiring fo exact and parti- 
cular an account to be given of them. This 
hint and intimation that has been friendly given 
us, appears fo well grounded and _ judici- 
ous, that we are refolved to content ourfelves 
here with giving only a general notion and idea 
of what is contained in thefe two Volumes ; 
being perfuaded this will prove much more a- 
greeable, and leis tedious to the Counoéffeurs, 
than a more exact and particular account of 
principles, hypothefes and experiments, which 
they are often already fully apprized of, and 

thoroughly acquainted with. 


Tho’ we have obferved in the title, that thefe 
i. are only divided into two Volumes ; yet 

each of thefe is again difpofed into two more ; 

and fo each Tome is compofed of two parts. 
in the firft, Mr. Perrault treats of the weight 
of bodies, their spring and hardnefs: as it is 
by thefe three qualities that Nature produces 
moft of her effeéts, he has endeavoured to dif- 
cover the general principle from which all 
thefe proceed ; and according to him, ’tis 
ro the elaftick virtue and principle we mutt 
a{cribe them all. The Author here explains 
and defines, with great care and accuracy, what 
he means by the weight or gravity of bodies, 
their fpring and their hardnefs. He afterwards 
lays down fome fimple but fruitful hypothefes, 
in order to difcover to us all the hidden my- 
{teries of Nature’s operations. 

The general principles thus. fixed and efta- 
blifhed in the firft treatife, are afterwards appli- 
ed to particular and more complex lubjetts in 
the following’ difcourfe, fuch as animal bodies ; 
N 3 and 
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and by them Mr. P. explains the perifaltique 
motion, or that particular action of the inteftines, 
He fhews in his treatife of the circulation of the 
fap of plants, how this fpring or elaftic prin- 
ciple, which produces the compreffion of parts 
in animal bodies, is the caufe of the principal 
motions that nature employs in all the vegeta- 
ble and animal funétions. 

This firft part ends with fome fhort anatomi- 
cal differtations upon the thoracick duét, and a 
biliary one but lately difcovered. 

In the fecond part, Mr. P. treats of found 
(Son), and noife (Bruit), preterring this laft 
word to the firft, becaufe more general. He 
defines it the effect of a particular agitation of the 
air, which the collifion of two bodies produces fir 
where they meet, and which ts afterwards propaga- 
ted, till it reaches and extends itfelf to the organ 
of bearing. This Treatife is only a further ex- 
plication of, and comment upon this definition : 
He examines firft, what this particular agitation 
is; then how the percuffion of two bodies produce 
it ; and laftly, how it comes to be perceived by the 
animal by the auricular organs. °*Tis to the 
{pring and weight of the air that M. P. afcribes 
the caufe of noife. We can affure the reader, 
that whatever concerns the agitation of the air 
on this occafion, its augmentation and diminu- 
tion, the change of found, all its different fpe- 
cies and kinds, is here clear’d up and unfolded 
with the deepeft knowledge and penetration. 
M. P. has treated with the fame fuccefs what- 
ever concerns the organ of hearing: the great 
variety and fruitfulnefs of his invention and 
thought, the many obfervations ana experi- 
ments he has made on this occafion, can’t fail 
to 





ern ae ee oe he ee 








7s 
ue 
es. 


Art. 17. the Republick of Letters. 203 


to entertain and inftruct the reader in the moft 
agreeable manner. 

Tho’ M. P. has treated of Mufick as a natu- 
ral philofopher in his general difcourfe upon 
found, yet not contenting himf-If with this, he 
judged it proper to compofe an hiftorical trea 
tife of the mufick of the antients: it is a work 
full of the moft curious and learned refearches 
and enquiries. He pretends that the Antients 
knew nothing befides the modulation of fimple 
fong, and that they were wholly ignorant of 
the compofition and mixture of feveral parts 
fung together on different fubjects, which 
is a  compofition§ effential to harmony. 
The prodigies and miracles related as wrought 
by the mufick of the Antients don’t in 
the leaft perplex him: he pretends all thofe fa- 
bulous exaggerations prove nothing more, that 
that the Antients were very well contented with 
their mufick fuch as twas, and that perhaps they 
would not have exprefled their pleafure and fa- 
tisfaction therewith in lefs ftrong terms, had it 
even been much more imperfeét than it was. 

Mr. de Chateauneuf Ambaflador in Sweden, 
and Author of a very ingenious and curious 
treatife, entituled, 4 Dialogue upon the Mufick 
of the Autients, has put together in one view ali 
thofe marvellous faéts, and forgot nothing that 
could ferve to give the preference and advan- 
tage to the antient mufick above the modern. 
We may findinthe Journal, entitled, Brb/zotheque 
Francotfe, Tom. 5. for the months of January 
and February of that year, obfervations on that 
fmall traét ; the Author whereof has only given 
another turn to M. P. reflections. He argues 
with our Author here, that in the firft and 
earlieft ages of the world, mufick was as low 
N 4 and 
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and fimple as he pretends; but it is hard to 
think that the Greeks, who were fuch paffionate 
lovers of this art, fhould not carry it to a highe 
degree of perfection. To decide with any de- 
ree of evidence or certainty on this fubject, 
we muft diftinguifh times ; perhaps we fhall not 
always find that degree of grofs fimplicity, that 
M. P. reproaches the Antients with. This 
traét fhould be read with a wife and cautious 
diffidence, as coming from an Author too far 
prepoffeffed in favour of the Moderns. 


The fecond Tome is compofed of three parts. 
In the firft the Author treats of the mechanifm 
of animals. He here gives a defcription of fe- 
veral organs in brutes, that had efcaped the di- 
ligence and obfervation of all former Anato- 
mifts. He has joined to this defcription, the 
explication of their manner of aétion, and the 
ufe of the organs peculiar to thofe animals. 
This treatife is divided into three parts. ‘The 
firft treats of the functions of fenfe ; whatever 
is either folid or curious on this fubjeét is here 
examined and difcufled with great exactnefs and 
judgment. In the fecond, M. P. treats of ani- 
mal motion, and enlarges on every thing that 
has any affinity or relation thereto. And in 
the third and laft part, he enters into an exact 
and compleat detail of whatever relates to their 
nourifhment and generation. ‘This treatife con- 
tains an infinite number of obfervations, that 
fet the principles of our Author in a clear and 
ftrong light. *Tis towards the end of this trea- 
tife, that he exerts and employs the whole force 
of his genius, to fet off and recommenda fyftem 
then peculiar to himfelf It confifts in this, that 
he pretends the generation of gnimal bodies is 
not 
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not any new formation, but only an augmenta- 
tion of parts already tormed, tho’ impercepti- 
ble, amidft an innumerable number of other a- 
toms or {mall bodies, the fmalnefs of whofe 
fize and dimenfions is near infinite ; that thofe 
atonis having been created at the fame time 
with the reft of the univerfe, in which they lie 
hid, {cattered up and down in a thoufand dif- 
erent parts, wait only for a favourable opportu- 
nity of meeting with a fubftance capable of pe- 
netrating and untolding all their {mall parts by 
its extreme fubtilty; and that this fubtilty is the 
effect of a fermentation, for which the conjun- 
étion of the two fexes is neceflary, whenever 
any perfect animal is generated. 

In the fecond part of this tome, the Author 
gives us a fhort diflertation on the generation of 
thofe parts that grow again in fome animals af- 
ter having been cut off. ‘To explain this point, 
he fuppofes the fyftem, of which we have juft 
now given a fhort sketch. 

The treatife of the external fenfes that comes 
after, contains general notions and ideas of all 
the fenfations, together with an ample detail of 
whatever relates to thofe of the touch, the 
tafte, and the {mell. The treatifes of the mo- 
tion of the eyes, and the tranfparency of bo- 
dies, are only a fupplement to that of the ex- 
ternal fenfes. 

Tho’ M. P. in treating of founds had already 
faid fomething of the refleétion of bodies, yet 
he referved to a particular differtation on this 
fubje€t, fuch things as were of a more obfcure 
nature, and could not be eafily underftood but 
by the help of mechanicks. ‘This comes next 
in order here, which he afcribes to that elaftic 
virtue and principle he fuppofes in all bodies, 
3. 
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z.e. to that power that makes them refift per- 
cuffion, or the ftriking of other bodies againft 
them, by obeying the difpofitions they have to 
yield to thofe that thus hit apainft thém, and 
thefé they have of mutually repelling oné ano- 
ther, when they thus move and ftrike oné a- 
gainft another; and to thofe that make them 
recover again their firft {tate and condition in 
which they were before fuch percuffion. ’Tis 
by thefe principles and hypothefes explained at 
large in his treatife of the weight of bodies, 
their elafticity and hardnefs, that M. P. ex- 
amines and illuftrates this fubjeét. 

The reflexions and éxperiments Mr. P. has 
made on Freezing, Ice, and the different 
goodnefs of Waters, are highly worthy the at- 
tention and curiofity of the Reader. All he 
delivers on thefe heads, is entertaining and en- 
gaging. In the treatife of the Transfufion of 
Blood, he oppofes the opinion of fome Phyfi- 
cians, who had undertaken to cure certain dif- 
eafes and indifpofitions, by this means. 

This part is concluded with fome fhort Frag- 
ments upon the eyes, on fome fruits, on worms 
generated in the intéeftines, and upon the tides. 
There are alfo here three Letters of Mr. Per- 
rault, which he wrote to the famous Mr. Huy- 
gens. 


The laft part of this Volume contains 4 poft- 
humous piece which Mr. Perrault, of the French 
Academy of Eloquence, caufed to be printed. 
Tt is a colleétion of feveral Machines of a new 
invention, to raife or ¢arry along burthens, &. 
They have alfo joinéd to this collection, a trea- 
tife of the Origin of Fountains, wrote by Mr. 
Peter 
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Peter Perrault ; wherein the Author firft gives 
an hiftorical account of the opinions of the 
ancient and modern Philofophers. He after- 
wards lays down, and endeavours to eftablith his 
own fyftem. He afcribes the origin of Foun- 
tains to the rains and fnows that fall upon the 
earth. | 

We fhall only obferve here, by the by, that 
the name of Mr. P. who was a Member of the 
French Academy of Eloquence, was Charles ; 
and he who was the Author of this treatife 
was Called Peter, and was not a Member of 
this Academy. 

The Editor has prefixed to the firft Volume, 
an Eloge, or Encomium upon Mr. Claude Per- 
rault ; and two Abftraéts of part of the works 
of this Phyfician, which the Leipfick Journa- 
lifts publifhed. Every man muft fubfcribe with 
pleafure to the judgment of the Editor, when, 
among other things, {peaking in the praife of 
our Author, he fays, That if feveral perfons 
have been found, who may have excelled him 
in fome particular talents he poffeffed, yet there 
never was one of fo univerfal a genius and capa- 
city, and that extended itfelf fo fuccefsfully to 
fo many different branches of knowledge at once. 


And here we cannot call to mind, or refle& 
upon’ the famous Mr. Boileau’s conduét and 
treatment of our Author, without the utmoft 
indignation, and at the great abufe of wit he 
fhowed on this occafion. He often endeavoured 
with the utmoft force of his fatyrical genius, to 
turn into burlefque and ridicule chis great Au-~ 
thor, and all his noble and ufeful inven- 
tions and difcoveries. But in vain! The pub- 
lick, far jufter than the poet, notwithftanding 
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all the flame and luftre of his falfe wit, but 
greater envy and malice, judged very different- 
ly, and with much more impartiality and equi- 
ty ; and always efteemed him one of the beft 
Authors, a perfon of fine tafte in all the arts 
and fciences, of a profound knowledge of na- 
ture, a moft rational and accurate philofopher, 
who had a happy fruitfulnefs of invention in 
making difcoveries equally new and ingenious ; 
who ufed the moft exact attention and circum- 
{pection in making his experiments, accompa- 
mt with the greateft probity and fidelity in re- 
lating them ; and in his explications and rea- 
{onings upon them, fhewed the utmoft judg- 
ment and penetration ; yet thefe ftill accom- 
panied with fuch a beautiful and natural fimpli- 
city and perfpicuity, as proclaimed him a genius 
of the firft rank and order. Thefe were the 


qualities the publick always owned and afcribed 


to Mr. Perrault, the Phyfician, Author of thefe 
Tracts. It was in vain for Mr. Boileau to at- 
tempt the expofing or turning him into ridi- 
cule, ‘either under the character of an unskilful 
Architect, or ignorant Phyfician, Thefe cruel 
{trokes did no honour to the poet or his works, 
who we know was equally bitter and fevere 
again{t feveral other perfons of the higheit me- 
rit. Yet ic muft be owned, that Mr. Perrault’s 
reputation muft have ftood on the moft firm 
and folid foundations, fince even all Mr. Boi- 
leau’s fharp wit and raillery had no other effect, 

than to redouble the attention of the Connoiffeurs 
to the merit of his works. We know that the 
fame and reputation of this Poet’s genius went fo 
far, and was fo great, and fo univerfally efta- 
blifhed, that it has often happened that he, Ro 
a fin- 
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a fingle word or line, has created either the 
good or bad fortune of an Author: yet Mr. 
Perrault, notwithftanding all the piquancy of 
his fatyr, remained in univerfal efteem with all 
the men of true Tafte and Literature. Nay, 
he himfelf was forced to own at laft, that he 
was a Man of fuperior Merit, and a great Phi- 
lofopher. For, thus he expreffes himfelf in his 
Letter to Mr. Arnaud ; where yet he perfiits 
obftinately in denying him the honour of de- 
figning the front of the Louvre, that of the 
Obfervatory, and the famous Zriumphal Arch : 
Tho’ this was an affertion and accufation equal- 
ly falfe and ridiculous. *Tis no longer doubt- 
ed now, whether Mr. Perrault defigned and in- 
vented thofe noble Works, worthy to be com- 
pared and oppofed to any the greateft mafter- 
pieces of antiquity. Did it not fhow a great 
meannefs of foul, and bafenels of mind, to 
continue obftinate to that degree, as to be ex- 
treme defirous and willing to rob an Author of 
his beft and moft valuable works and defigns ; 
merely becaufe he was determined not to be 
his friend? Mr. Boileau had fhown a much no- 
bler and braver temper of mind, had he join- 
ed his private friendfhip and efteem, to that 
which the Publick always continued to pre- 
ferve for Mr. Perrault. 


Not to deprive the Printer and Bookfeller of 
the glory they merit, we are obliged toadd, That 
this Edition is performed with great care and 
exactnefs. The Cuts, the Character and Paper, 
are all very curious and beautiful. 
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ARTICLE XVIUti. 


A CRITICAL and Apologetical Differ- 
tation for SirIsAACNEWTON's New 
Syftem of Chronology and Mythology 5, de- 
fign'd chiefly as an Introduétion to a far- 
ther enquiry and examination into its 
truth and certainty, efpecially as compa- 
red with that of the late learned Bifbop 
Cumberland’s, bis difciples and follow- 
ers, as we find it laid down and explain'd 
in the Bifbop’s Hiftorical and Chronologi- 
cal Notes upon Sanchontathon’s Phoent- 
cian Hiflory lately publifbed. Communi- 
cated in a Letter from a Gentleman in 


Oxford to the Author of this Fournal. 


HERE. being as compleat and perfeét an 

2 3 ab{tract of the late learned Sir Ifaac New- 
ton’s Syftem of Chronology, and all the new 
and principal difcoveries therein contained, as 
the narrow compafs to which fuch a Journal is 
neceffarily confin’d would well allow or admit 
of, inferted in that for the month of April laft ; 
as alfo a. further defence of one branch of the 
2 argue 
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argument, 7%. that relating to the rule for 
eftimating the mean value or length of genera- 
tions in p. 261. of the firft Vol. Note ’, again{t 
fome objections fince brought againft it in the 
laft Art. of the month of June, p. 499 of the 
firft Vol. and both having met with a favoura- 
ble reception from the publick, we doubt not 
but the following Article and differtation in 
vindication of our great and incomparable Au- 
thor will prove highly agreeable and acceptable 
to all the impartial and more candid and judici- 
ous part of the learned world. Which if it 
does, the learned and ingenious Author has 
promifed foon to furnifh us with another upon 
the fame fubjeét; when he propofes further to 
fhew, that we want ftill much ftronger and 
fuller proofs and evidences that Sanchoniathon’s 
Phoenician hiftory, efpecially as delivered to us 
by Philo Biblius, is not a fuppofititious but 
genuine piece, before we allow all that force 
and ftrength to the Bifhop’s arguments, (which 
are wholly founded on this fuppofition and hy- 
pothefis) his difciples and followers would fondly, 
but perhaps too haftily and rafhly afcribe to them. 
Secondly, that whenever the learned Bifhop, with 
Bochart and Grotius, €sc. differ from Sir If. Newton 
in any part of the prefent fyftem, the fuperior 
evidence, after a full and impartial enquiry and 
examination, appears ftill to incline and prepon- 
derate in favour of the latter ; as I think this 
is very fully proved in particular in the follow- 
ing differtation, with refpect to one great and 
favourite notion of the Bifhop’s, wzz. that rela- 
ting to Noah’s being the Ouranus, or Jupiter 
Uranius of the Antients, and his fon Ham the 
great Jupiter Belus or Ammon worfhipped all 
over the eaft, when compared with that of Sir 
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Ifaac Newton. This only is a fpecimen of 
what we may farther expect from the fame 
learned hand. We hope this effay will have 
the good fortune to pleafe, and contribute to 
remove fome unaccountable prejudices againft 
one of the fublimeft genius’s that ever appeared 
in the world, and do juftice to an Author, 
whom we have fuch peculiar reafon to boaft of, 
and ought ever to efteem as the chief ornament 
and glory of his age and country. The whole 
is therefore fubmitted with the greateft deference 
to the judgment of the publick. 


SJR, 


“ te obfervable that no great produ¢tion 

“* ever appears in the commonwealth of 
“¢ Jearning, but what at firft meets with great 
“< ftruggles and oppofitions. Mens precon- 
“‘ ceivd opinions either clouding their judg- 
“¢ ments, and obftru¢cting the force of truth ; or 
“‘ elfe envy, an infeparable companion from 
“¢ sreatnefs and merit, giving their underftand- 
‘© ingsa wrong turn, and preventing reafon from 
“© appearing in its proper light. Thus it has 
‘* happened with Sir Ifaac Newton, the great- 
“* eft genius not only of this and the laft, but 
€¢ perhaps of all ages fince the creation of the 
*° world. This great man, after the many ftu- 
<* pendous and iurprizing difcoveries he had 
<¢ made in Mathematicks and natural Philofo- 
*¢ phy, and by fo admirably adapting the one 
“© to the other, had almoft fhewn the utmoft 
“ extent of the vaft capacities and improve- 
“¢ ments of a human foul, has at laft opened a 
©* new fcene in Chronology, and by many un- 


* anfwerable arguments prov'd that the antient 
“© Greeks 
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Greeks and Latins have fixed the reigns of 
their firft Kings, and moft of their other re- 
remarkable chronological periods, fome hun- 
dreds of years older than the truth. This 
piece therefore differing from the fentiments 
of all other Chronologers, whether antient 
or modern, has been attacked by fome per- 
fons in their writings, and by many more in 
their private converfations ; but I have ob- 
ferved, that no Author is oppofed to Sir 
Ifaac with greater warmth by fome of our 
little Criticks here than Sanchoniatho and his 
admirers. Whether or no Sanchoniatho’s 
Phoenician hiftory, as delivered down to us 
by Philo Bylius and Eufebius, be genuine, 
is perhaps not fo eafily determined as fome 
perfons imagine: for however one fide of the 
queftion may feem to be fupported by the 
united authorities of the learned Bifhop Cum- 
berland, Monf. Bochart, and Hugo Grotius ; 
yet the arguments urged by the learned and 
ingenious Mr. Dodwell, and feveral other 
great men, to prove this piece fuppofititious, 
plainly fhew that the other is not without its 
proper grounds; and whether the weight of 
thefe will not preponderate in the feale of 
truth and reafon, muft be fubmitted to the 
judgment of the learned. liowever, be this 
as it will, *tis certain that the wide difference 
betwixt our great Chronologer and the fi- 
vourers of this Phoenician hiftorian, makes it 
impoffible that they fhould all be true : bur a 
little impartiality and attention will eafily de- 
termine on which fide the truth lies. I have 
not time at prefent to confider what hes 
been advanced by Bifhop Cumberland, Ec- 
chart, and Grotius in defence of Sanchonia- 
SEPTEMBER 1728. O tho, 
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“¢ tho, and all their refpeCtive opinions wherein 
‘¢ they differ from Sir aac : this muft be left to 
“¢ another opportunity ; but I fhall take the liber= 
‘¢ ty to examine a certain notion of the learned 
“ Bifhop diametrically oppofite to what has 
“¢ been proved by Sir Haac almoft to demon- 
“* ftration, and then leave the learned to judge 
“¢ whether his arguments have any force or 
“¢ weight in them. Sir Haac proves that the 
<¢ 2 Ammenemes and Sefonchofis of Manetho 
“* were the Ouranus and Bacchus of the Ara- 
“* bians, and the Zevs and AsgdvweG@ of the 
“* Greeks, 7. e. Sefac or Sefoftris the great king 
“* of Egypt, who was cotemporary with Solo- 
““ mon, (and extended the Egyptian empire as 
“¢ far as the banks of the Ganges on the fide of 
“* India, reduced Lybia, 'Troglodytica, and all 
““ the fouthern parts of /Ethiopia) was the 
“* Bacchus of the Antients, and caufed his fa- 


“* ther Ammon or Ammenemes to be worfhip- - 


4 
« 


ped by all thofe nations. Hence the great 
Jupiter Ammon of the Egyptians, the Zevs 
“* of the Greeks, the Jupiter Belus of the Af- 
“¢ fyrians and Pheenicians, €c. This, I fay, 
“° has been fo fully proved by Sir Ifaac, that to 
“* bring any arguments here to confirm it 
“* would be entirely fuperfluous. The learned 
‘* Bifhop, on the other hand, advances a very 
“¢ fingular notion quite different not only from 
“¢ Sir Haac, but from the fentiments of all 
©¢ other writers, who have treated about the ori- 
© sin of idolatry, viz. that’> Noah was the 
“ Ouranys or Jupiter Uranius of the Antients, 


“~ 


t a) 


tm) 


2 Manetho apud Africanum & Eufebium. 


b Bifhop Cumberland’s Remarks upon the Hiftory of 
Sanchoniatho. ; . 
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and Ham his fon the great Jupiter Belus or 
Ammon worfhipped all over the Eaft. This 
opinion being fo ftrange and diffonant from 
all other learned men, it will not be impro- 
per to enquire a little more narrowly into it. 
I fhall obferve then, that this opinion of the 
learned Bifhop fuppofes, firft, that what is 
faid of Ouranus and Chronus by Sanchonia- 
tho is confiftent with what we find related 
of Noah and Ham in Scripture. Secondly, 
that Noah was the firft object of idolatrous 
worfhip, and confequently that the firft kind 
of idolatry confifted in worfhipping dead 
men. ‘Thirdly, that the great affinity betwixt 
the words Ham, Ammon, Zev’ is a fufficient 
argument to prove that they fignified the fame 
perfon. If thefe fuppofitions can either be 
proved falfe, or fhewn to be very weak and 
precarious, then the learned Bifhop’s opinion 
muft be invalidated of courfe: for as to his 
other etymological arguments and conjectures 
(however ingenious they may be) and his 
citations from Theophylus Antiochenus, Eu- 
polemus and Damatcius, they will have no 
manner of weight with all fober impartial 
people in the prefent debate. In examining 
each of thefe fuppofitions, I fhall be as fhort 
as poffible. The firft then is evidently falfe, 
as may be proved by an induction of many 
particulars ; but at prefent I fhall only infift 
upon one or two. Sanchoniatho afferts, that 
when Chronus came to man’s age, he oppo- 
fed his father Ouranus, avenging his mother : 
confequently his rebellion againft his father 
muft begin before the flood, fince we are af- 
fured by the Scriptures that he came to man's 
age before that time. But this is falfe anf 

O 2 * incom- 
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incompatible with the fame Scriptures ; from 
which ’tis evident that he was obedient to 
his father even tor fome time after the flood ; 
and ’tis highly probable that had he been fuch 
a mifcreant betore the deluge, God would 
not have feparated him from the reft of the 
rebellious race of mankind, and have taken 
him into his more immediate protection, as 
we find he did. Befides, this is abfolutely 
inconfiftent with another of the learned Bi- 
fhop’s © opinions, vz%. that Ham was quietly 
fubjeét to his father for the firft 318 years at- 
ter the flood, but at that time found a ftrong 
party to join with him in his unnatural rebel- 
lion and murder of his father. Again, we 
are told by this Phoenician hiftorian, that 
Ouranus did not marry till he had taken the 
kingdom of his father Hypfiftus after his 
death, and dates the birth of Chronus after 
that period. But this is contrary to Scri- 
pture, which affures us, that’ Lamech the 
futher of Noah, lived till within four or 
five years of the flood ; and at the flood 
we find Ham was married, and _ confe- 
quently in being long before. Thefe are 
irreconcilable contradictions ; and in confe- 
quence, the firft fuppofition muft be falfe. 
The fecond will appear extremely improba- 
ble, if not abfolutely falfe, to any perfon that 
reads with the leaft attention, “4 Dr. Pri- 
deaux’s Connection, Dr. Pocock’s Specimen 


¢ Bifhop Cumberland’s remarks on the hiftory of San- 
choniatho, p. 15%. 


d Dr. Prideaux in Cenne& p. 1. b. iii. Pocok in 


fpecimen hiftorie Arabicx, p. 138 R. M. Maimonides 
in Moreh Neyochim. 
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Hiftorie Arabice, Maimonides in Moreh Ne- 
vochin, and in fhort the generality of learn- 
ed men who have either profeffedly writ, or 
occafionally touched upon the fubjeét. Hence 
we may learn, that the firft objects of Ido- 
Jatry were the Sun, Moon and Stars; and 
that the worfhipping dead Men did not take 
place till long after. After the defection of 
Mankind from the true God, (¢ which, ’tis 
more than probable, happened in the days of 
Abraham, after Noah’s death) that light 
which before illuminated their minds, was 
either totally obfcured, or elfe very much 
impaired, and they left to their own imagi- 
nations : when ’tis no wonder if they addre(- 
fed themfelves to the moft glorious and beau- 
tiful part of Nature, v7z. that great Lumi- 
nary the Sun, which in fuch a wonderful 
manner affects and invigorates our whole Sy- 
ftem. This, *tis natural to fuppofe, they took 
to be in a more particular manner the habita- 
tion of the Deity ; and the Moon, with the 
other Stars and Planets, to be animated with 
Intelligences of a middle nature betwixt 
men and the fupreme Being, who were ca- 
pable and willing to mediate for them. 
Hence the origin of their worfhip and ado- 
ration. This opinion is much ftrengthned 
and countenanced by Scripture* ; where we 
find the Jews and Ifraelites exceedingly prone 
to this kind of Idolatry, and particularly cau- 


* Newton's Chronology, p. 186. ufq; ad 191 


f Deut. iv. 19. xvii. 3. 2 King. xxlil. 5, 11. & alibt 
puffin. 
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*¢ tioned againft it. & Plato, with his follow- 
*¢ ers, were almoft of the fame fentiments ; and 
“© we are affured by ® Macrobius, that all the 
** Ancients underftood by the different appella- 
“* tions of their Deities, nothing elfe but the Sun. 
“¢ i Several eminent Hiftorians of the Ancients 
“¢ inform us, that the Sun was worfhipped in 
** Syria, and all over the Eaft, in a very parti- 
“* cular manner, by the name of Heliogabalus, 
«¢ k Servius fays, that the name Bel or Belusy 
*6 which the Affyrians applied to their deified 
** Kings, belonged originally to the Sun. ! A- 
“* nother celebrated Writer afferts, that the 
*¢ Sun was the great God of all the Eaft, where 
*° he was known by the name Hel, Bel or Be- 
“* lus ; and ’tis obvious to every one in the leaft 
“° converfant with the Hebrew language, that 
“ Bel or Belus, (or, as Suidas calls him, Beel) 
“¢ is the fame with the Scripture ya or S9y2 
** Baal or Baalim, 7. e. Lord; and feems to be 


s Plat. in Sympof. Apuleius de Deo Soecrat. 

p Macrob. Saturn. lib. 1. c. 17, 18, 23, &c. 

i Flavius Vopifcus in vit. Aurel. paflim. Dion. Caffius, 
lib. 28. p. 441. Edit. Sylburgii, 1590. 

k lean Belus & onines 4 Belo foliti: cum inter pa- 
trem & filium medius nullus exiftat : & regis nomen ra- 
tione non caret: nain omnes in illis partibus folem co- 
lunt, qui ipforum lingua Hel dicitur. Unde & Helois, 
ergo addita Digammo, & in fine fatta derivatione 4 fole 
regi nonen impofuit. Servius in Virg. Ain. lib. 1. 1. 77. 

T Sane feiendum omnium fere orientalium gentium 
commune numen fuiffe folem quem Hel aut Bel vel Be- 
lum dixere. In unaquaq; autem urbe peculiare cogno- 
men habebat. Ut Emiffenorum Elagabalus: Palmyre- 
norum Malachbelus & Aglibolus: Perfarum Mithref. 
Babyloniorum Belus. Er ita dittus eft quafi Deus mon- 
tis, vel Deus mons, quod fub montis effigie coleretur. 

Salmafus in Flavium Vopifcum vit. Aurel. 


* only 
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cc 


only a general name of refpect applied in a 
primary fenfe to the great God the Sun, and 
in an inferior fenfe by the Eaftern people to 
their Monarchs, whom they hela in the high- 
eft efteem and veneration. We may add to 
this, that the Sabians, who were confeffedly 
worfhippers of the Sun and Stars, are affirm- 
ed by ™ Maimonides to have infected almoft 
all mankind: All which teftimonies manifeft- 
ly prove the antiquity of the Sabian worfhip, 
and confequently that the fecond fuppofition, 
if not abfolutely falfe, is at leaft very doubt- 
ful and precarious. ‘The third fuppofition is 
fo ridiculous in itfelf, that it fcarce deferves 
a refutation. Becaufe Ham, Ammon, and 
Zeds, are words of a near fignification, there- 
fore they fignify the fame perfon : And yet 
that the learned Biihop lays confiderable ftrefs 
upon this argument, will be plain to any one 
who confults his remarks upon Sanchoniatho, 
p. 1§6. Not confidering that Ammon itfelf 
is {trictly and properly applicable to the Sun, 
as coming from the word Coun or non 
Hham or Hhamma, which fignifies heat, and 
fometimes in Scripture is directly applied to 
the Sun ; viz. Fob xxx. 28, &c. This word 
therefore was originally a name of the Sun, 
Cand ® Macrobius affirms that Jupiter, which 
is the fame as Ammon, is the Sun) but 
in a fecondary fenfe was given by the E- 
gyptians to their Princes, and more empha- 
tically to fome one of them. ‘This was the 
father of Sefac, or Sefoitris, as is plain from 


m Maimonides in Moreh Nevochim, p. I. c. 63. 


» Macrob, Saturn. |, 1. c. 23, 


O 4 “¢ o Thy- 









































14 
ce 
c¢ 
ce 
cc 
ee 
€c 


























c¢ 
oe 
ec 
4 


ce 
ce 
hy cs 
: cc 
ac 
aC 
ce 
é& 
a6 
ce 
4 § 
ce 
cé 


7 
€ 


ae 


4 


220 The Prefent State of Art. 18, 


° Thymetes, an ancient Author cited by Dio- 
dorus Siculus, and from the unanfwerable ar- 
guments which our great Chronologer has 
brought to prove it: So that I have nothing 
more to do, but to fubmit what is here ad- 
vanced to the learned, judicious, and candid 
part of mankind. 


** I have been the more readily induced to 
fend you thefe fhort Stri€tures, in vindica- 
tion of a notion in Sir Isaac NewrTon’s 

bronology, becaufe from hence I have ob- 
ferved feveral learned Men to take a fingular 
pleafure in depreciating and decrying this in- 
valuable performance. Bifhop Cumberland 
was a man of vaft learning, and indefatiga- 
ble application ; but the greateft Men have 
their favourite hypothefes, which will not al- 
ways ftand the teft of reafon and impartia- 
lity : But truth ought always to prevail ; and 
I am fully perfuaded that Sanchoniatho, and 
all his Admirers, how great foever their Au- 
thority may be, will never be able to ftand 
in competition’ with Sir Isaac NEWTON, 
in the opinion of all Lovers of truth, who 
are proper Judges of found Reafoning, and 
good Literature. 


Tam, Sir, 


Oxo%. Sent. 2 3 < 


5728. Your humble Servant, 


We AX, 


g Thymates apud Diedor. Sic, lib. 3. p. 141. 
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ARTICLE. XIX, 


A fhort, but clear and full ACCOUNT of 
: Bifhop CUMBERLAND'’s New Syffem of 
Mythology ; together with fome account 
of Sanchoniatho and his writings, their 
end and defign, &c. In an Appendix to the 
preceding Letter, and neceffary for the 
better under feriilleg feveral paffages there- 


of. 


S the reverend Bifhop Cumberland’s new 
Syftem of Mythology is the great foun- 
dation of all the reafonings of Sir aac New- 
ton’s adverfaries, in the preceding Letter, as 
well as thofe that are to follow ; it may not be 
amifs to infert here, as we have already done 
that of Sir Ifaac’s in a preceding Journal ; fo 
likewife in this, a fhort but full account of the 
Bifhop’s new Syftem, for the better apprehend- 
ing the force of the argument on both fides, 
and in order to judge the more juftly and im- 
partially about it. 

And this may be the more neceffary ; it be- 
ing indeed a fyftem generally fo little known 
amongft us, and lefs underftood ; as turning 
upon fuch enquiries and refearches, which only 
a few of the more curious and inguifitive, even 
among the learned, ever trouble themfelves 
with cx: emnIAING > whatever language they are 
writ- 




















































222 The Prefent State of Art. 19, 


written in : We hope therefore a diftiné& Sum- 
mary of them here, will be no lefs agreeable, 
than neceflary to the generality of our Read- 
ers, and a proper Appendix to the preceding 
Letter; and to do this to the greater advantage, 
we fhall give it you as near as we Can in the 
the words of the Author, 

The reverend Mr. Pain, his Lordfhip’s do- 
meftick Chaplain, and Editor of thefe pofthu- 
mous treatifes, and to whom we are indeed 
highly indebted for the great pains he took to 
preferve unto us fo great a treafure of antient 
learning, (whatever becomes of his main fy- 
{tem) as is therein contained, which muft elfe 
have been irretrievably loft, obferves in the ac- 
count he has given of the Bifhop’s life, and 
prefixed to his edition of Sanchoniatho’s Phoe- 
nician hiftory, illuftrated with hiftorical and 
chronological remarks, &c. that his Lordfhip 
had been, at the time of his writing thefe pa- 
pers, deeply fenfible of, and concern’d for the 
meafurgs that were then too notorioufly and too 
publickly taken in favour of popery. And as 
he was a moft hearty lover of the proteftant re- 
ligion, the great fubjeét of his difcourfes from 
the pulpit, was to fortify his hearers againft the 
errors, and to preferve them from the corrup- 
tions of that idolatrous Church, He detefted 
nothing fo much as Popery, and was jealous al- 
moft to an excefs of every thing that he fulpecte 
ed to favour it. 

The bigotry of that religion, and the igno- 
rance and flavery it introduces where-ever it has 
power, cannot but raife ideas dreadful to the laft 
degree, in a man that has any freedom and 
Jargenefs of thought: and he fays he had been 
told by elderly men in thefe parts, how he, who 
was in other things of the cooleft temper in 

the 











Art. 19. the Republick of Letters. 223 


the world, us’d to be fired with zeal, when in 
his preaching he was expofing that fuperftition. 
This depravation of Chriftianity ran much in his 
thoughts, and the enquiry how religion came at 
firft to degenerate into idolatry, put him upon 
the fearches that produced this Work. 

While other Divines of the Church of Eng- 
land were engaged in the controverfy with the 
Papifts, in which they gained over them fo 
compleat a victory ; our Author was thus en- 
deavouring to ftrike at the root of their idola- 
trous religion. ‘This it was made him turn his 
thoughts to the enquiry, by what fteps and me- 
thods Idolatry got ground in the world. The 
oldeft account of this he believ’d he found in 
Sanchoniatho’s fragment. ‘This he faw was a 
profeffed apology tor Idolatry, and own’d open- 
ly what other heathens would have made a {fe- 
cret of, that the gods of the Gentile world had 
been all mortal men. He ftudied this frag- 
ment with no other view, than as it led to the 
difcovery of the original of Idelatry. He fpent 
fome time upon it before ever he had a thought 
of extracting from it footfteps of the hiftory of 
the World preceding the flood. The firft hint 
given him was from this paflage: 


Iovess adtaods Xva Ts wWeoTe doiviInO, 
Ifiris the brother of Chnaa the firft Phoenician. 


The firft Phoenician was indifputably Canaan, 
whofe pofterity peopled that country, his name 
in the Hebrew is often writ Chnaan; that the 
Egyptian King, called by the Greeks Ifiris, was 
brother to him, was fomething new. The next 
{tep was to find that Mifor in Sanchoniatho was 
Mizraim in Mofes. Mizraim was the name of 
a peo- 
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a people like Ludim; Philiftim, Capthorim, &c. 
The fingular number, and the proper name of 
the man was Mifor : In this there is not much 
difficulty ; nor that Mifor ( from whence comes 
Mizraim ) was the brother of Canaan. It is a 
greater, to make Mifor the fame man with Ifi- 
ris, tho’ it is done without much force. M in 
Hebrew is a fervile letter, often omitted. Leave 
it out, the name is Ifor: Add to this a Greek 
termination, which Greek Authors always do to 
Eaftern names, it is Iforis; and by the fmall 
change of a vowel, Ifiris. The next obferva- 
tion was, that Mifor, or Ifiris, is placed by San- 
choniatho about the diftance of 12 generations 
from Protogonus, the firft produced man ; and 
Mizraim is “undoubtedly in the twelfth genera- 
tion from Adam. 


Our Author then proceeded to colleét, that 
Protogonus was Adam : What name Sancho- 
niatho called him by, we know not ; it was pro- 
bably by fome Eaftern name, fignifying the firft 
created man; which Philo Biblius tranflates 
Protogonus, by a Greek word of the fame im- 
port. 

JEon and Protogonus are the two firft mor- 
tals. JEon our Author conjectures to have fome 
ailinity to the name Eve. Zon, adds Sancho- 
niatho, fir? gathered food from trees. What can 
this be, but an allufion to Eve’s eating the for- 
bidden fruit ? 

From Protogonus and Aion, fays Sanchonia- 
tho, defcended Genus. No other Greek name 
can — be made of the Hebrew Cain, than 
rir@. Hence our Author concludes, that San- 
choniads preferved the hiftory of the idola- 


trous Line ef Gain, as Mofes did that of 


Seth, 
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Seth, who were the worfhippers of the true 
God. 

Who the men were, whofe names are pre- 
ferved by Sanchoniatho in the fucceeding gene- 
rations, we know not: Their memory perifh- 
ed with the flood. But in the twelfth gene- 
ration from /Eon and Protogonus, we find Mi- 
for ; and Mizraim is in the fame diftance from 
Adam and Eve. 

Here again we are got within our know- 
ledge. 

But we have not in Sanchoniatho one word 
about the deluge. What wonder is it we fhould 
not? Sanchoniatho was an idolater, he writes 
avowedly a defence or apology for idolatry. 
The deluge was a judgment on the idolatrous 
world, and {wept it away. The worfhippers of 
the true God gloried in this, and reproach’d 
the heathens with it: no wonder then they 
were defirous to conceal fuch a matter of fhame 
to themfelves. 

Cronus, otherwife ftil’d Jupiter, Belus and 
Ammon, who makes the greateft figure in 
this hiftory, our Author fuppofes to be Ham, 
and endeavours to bring vouchers for his opi- 
nion from reafon and antiquity, but with what 
fuccefs has been fully fhewn in the preceding 
differtation; confequently therefore Ouranus the 
father of Cronus in this fyftem muft be Noah. 
Ham among the fons of Noah was the man of 
ambition, and the reftorer of idolatry after the 
flood. How long he liv’d we know not: We 
are affur’d by Mofes, that his brother Shem 
liv’d §02 years after the flood. Ham in all pro- 
bability liv’d long, tho’ perhaps not fo long as 
that religious and peaceable man Shem. He 
defired to make his fons great ; therefore be- 
fides Canaan who peopled Syria, two other of 
his 
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his fons, Cufh and Mizraim, were the founders 
of two great Empires, the Affyrian and the E- 
gyptian. Sanchoniatho reprefents him as a fort 
of univerfal Monarch travelling over the world 
to plant colonies. He intimates that he out- 
livd Mifor (Mizraim,) and fettled the fon of 
Mifor, Thoth, the great Hermes of the Egyp- 
tians, in the kingdom of Egypt. From the re- 
cords left by this Thoth, Sanchoniatho colleét- 
ed his hiftory, and with him this fragment 
ends. 

Where Sanchoniatho ends, Eratofthenes be- 
gins: the two firft kings in his catalogue are 
Menes and Athothes. ‘Lhat Menes was the firft 
King in Egypt, and the fame man with Miz- 
raim, is I think allowed on all hands. Atho- 
thes is plainly the fame name with Thoth. Z is 
arbitrarily prefixed, or omitted. He is called 
indifferently Thoth or Athoth; es is only the 
Greek termination. 

Eratofthenes was the learnedeft man of his 
time, a native of Cyrene bordering on Egypt, 
librarian to Ptolemeus Euergetes, had greater 
opportunities and helps for fearching the Egyp- 
tian records than any other man. The Priefts 
of Egypt had ever been in a combination to re- 
late extravagant and incredible accounts of their 
Kings, thinking thereby to aggrandize their 
Monarchy. Eratofthenes went with a defire to 
find out the truth. ‘The names of the firft 38 
of his catalogue of the Kings of Thebes in E- 
gypt are preferved; they are a fucceffion for 
the fpace of 1055 years. Nilus, the laft King 
but one in this lift, is fuppofed to have lived 
about the time of the fiege of Troy. 

Dicearchus, a learned hiftorian, contempo- 
rary with Ariftotle, fays, that from this Nilus 
to 
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to the beginning of the Olympiads were 436 
years. 

This account feems to have an air of proba- 
bility 5 it places Menes about 1400 years before 
the Olympiads, near 200 years after the flood, 
and it agrees well with the Mofaic hiftory. 

We have by this means a feries of profane 
hiftory from the firft man to the firft Olympiad, 
agreeing with the fcripture. Sanchoniatho be- 
gins“his hiftory with Protogonus (Adam) and 
brings it down to Thoth the fecond King of 
Egypt. Eratofthenes begins his catalogue with 
Menes (Mifor) and Athothes (Thoth) which 
is connected with the Olympiads. 

This is what was took by moft of the Anti- 
quaries to be an imprevement on the fubjeét; a 
difcovery that had hitherto efcaped the inquifi- 
tivenefs of all other learned men. 

This is the fyftem of our Author, of which 
we thought ourfelves obliged here to give fome 
account, that fo the publick might have at leaft 
fome tolerable notion and idea of what is either 
propofed to be attacked and overthrown, or 
maintained and eftablifhed in the prefent con- 
troverfy. 

It was a work, as Mr. Pain informs us, that 
for many years had employed his thoughts, and 
that Cin his judgment) contained new and 
great difcoveries in Hiftory and Chronology ; 
fuch as an impartial Reader muft allow, in the 
main, to be juft; there being little doubt but 
that thefe remains of Sanchoniatho, upon which 
the Bifhop commented, are fuch an account as 
was preferved among the heathens, of the hi- 
ftory of the world from the creation. Though, 
like all their other archeologies, they have a 
great mixture of fable and fiction, with fome 
ftream- 
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ftreamings and rays of truth, which this faga- 
cious Author had happily difcovered. 

Porphiry, a learned and zealous advocate for 
heathenif{m, happened to be the means of the 
prefervation of the name, and thefe {mall re- 
mains of Sanchoniatho. He intended them as 
evidence againft Chriftianity,; or rather Juda- 
ifm: For, could he have undermined Judaifm, 
he concluded, and not irrationally, that Chri- 
ftianity muft have fallen with it. You boaft, 
fays he tothe Jews, of the antiquity of Mofes, 
the Founder of your religion, and of his wri- 
tings : Sanchoniatho, though he is not himfelf 
older, yet the a¢ts and records fromi which he 
compiled his hiftory, are by many ages more 
ancient than Mofes. ‘Thefe are proofs, that 
Idolatry was the firft and oldeft religion. 

Sanchoniatho was thus fet up to rival Mofes, 
and his Books to balance the Pentateuch : And 
yet this man, brought as the chief evidence 
for the oppofite fide, does unwittingly give a 
great atteftation to the truth of the Mofaick 
hiftory, acknowledging that the origin of man- 
kind was from a fingle pair ; and that ’twas not 
above thirteen or fourteen generations earlier 
than Mifor and Thoth, Kings of Egypt. And 
this new evidence, one of the ftrongeft too, 
being that of a profeffed adverfary, we wholly 
owe to the Bifhop’s great penetration and faga- 
city ; which indeed appear every where through- 
out all his remarks upon this Author ; and the 
continuing him by Eratofthenes Cyrengus’s ca- 


non, which Dicearchus conneéts with the firft 


Olympiad, has afforded him a happy opportu- 
nity of giving further proofs hereof, by fhew- 
ing that thefe three Authors, when thus joined 
and conuetted together, afford us a feries of 
Phe- 
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Pheenician and Egyptian chronology, from the 
firft Man to the firft Olympiad, not only not 
contrary, but highly agreeable to, and corrobo- 
ratory of the Scripture hiftory. 


Only one thing, it feems, was wanting to 
compleat the whole ; fome further evidence of 
the genuinenefs of Sanchoniatho, as delivered 
to us by Philo Bibtius, which the Bifhop every 
where fuppofes and takes:for granted, as a thing 
not in the leaft to be doubted of: whereas he 
muft have known, that feveral of the moft 
learned men, both of this and the laft age, 
had not only entertained great doubts and fu- 
fpicions hereof, but fome of them publifhed the 
fame alfo to the world. 

And whether there may not be more force 
and {trength in fome of thefe’ difficulties and 
objections, than he is willing to allow, we may 
have a proper opportunity of examining in ano- 
ther Journal. | | 

Befides this fundamental defect, another great 
pillar upon which this fyftem feems built, vzz. 
that relating to Noah and his fon Ham, &c. 
feems very much fhaken, if not entirely over- 
thrown by the objections and reafonings urged 
againft it in the preceding differtation: But 
what weight they have, as well as the fuccefs 
of the whole, will better appear in the further 
progrefs of the difpute, and the fumming up 
the evidence on both fides. ‘Till then, any 
judgment paffed, is only giving a verdict betore 
the caufe is heard, and the evidence produced 
in its full extent. 
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ARTICLE XxX. 


A fort DISSER TATION on the Egyptian 
Dynafties , together with a full Exami- 
nation of the learned Sir JOHN MAR- 
SHAM’S Syftem relating to them. Com- 
municated in a Letter of Advice to a 
Friend, to whom this Author had been 
recommended, as his fureft and beft Guide 
in the Study of Antiquity, and Searcher 
ito the Hiftory of the earlieft Ages of 
the World. 


rTER having fo fully abridg’d and ex- 
A plain’d both Sir Ifaac Newton’s and Bi- 
fhop Cumberland’s new Syftems of Chronology 
and Mythology, €c. that of Sir John Mar- 
fham’s (which has ferved for a foundation to 
fome others of late) ought not here to be for- 
got or omitted: a gentleman of extraordinary 
abilities and learning, but too fond, as men of 
great parts often are, of new notions ; his fy- 
{tem abounding with pretended difcoveries and 
hypothefes equally new and furprifing as any of 
the former ; but upon what ftrong arguments or 
fuperior evidence thofe are built, will appear 
from the following differtation fent in a letter to 
a friend. 

§¢ J fin- 
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“I fincerely congratulate you upon your 
great and noble defign and refolution of ap- 
plying yourfelf in earneft to the ftudy of an- 
tiquity, and the hiftory of the earlieft ages of 
the world. But I differ widely in my judg- 
ment from thofe, who have recommended to 
you the Canon Chronicus of Sir John Mar- 
fham, as a fure and certain guide tor this 
purpofe. If you have been in any degree 
influenc’d, or prevail’d upon to embrace this 
opinion, I need only defire you to read Hor- 
mannut Witfii Egyptiaca, publifh’d in Holland 
the year 1683. wherein the Author plainly 
convicts the learned Marfham either of ig- 
norance or infincerity, in what he had ad- 
vanced of the conformity of the laws of E- 
gypt with thofe of Mofes. Witfius on the 
contrary manifeftly fhews their contraricty 
and oppofition. 

°* Several writers have fully confuted all the 
parologifms Sir John Marfham made ufe of to 
make the period of Daniel’s feventy weeks 
end in the time of Antiochus Epiphanes ; 
thus depriving Chriftians of one of the ftrong- 
eft arguments they had againft the Jews. 
And among others, the learned Mr. Benjc- 
min Marfhall, in his Chronological Treatiie 
on the book of Daniel, has done this to a 
degree of demonftration: indeed it he has 

been guilty of any fault in his very learned 
performance with refernece to this particular, 
*tis that he has rather overdone it. There’s 
alfo an original Memoir or Differtation in- 
ferted in one of the firft tomes of Mr. B. 

Hiftoire des Ouvrages des Scavans, where in 


the compafs of a few pages, the abfurdity of 
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** this notion is fhewn with the utmoft force 
“¢ and perfpicuity. 

All men of letters and judgment have long 
ago given up the peculiar notions, or dreams 
and vifions rather of this Author, about I don’t 
know what Medo-Perfian kingdom he fo often 
talks of : the paflage of A/chylus he brought to 
confirm it, only proves the dire¢t contrary. 

Perhaps thofe who fo highly commended 
and boafted of this performance, meant it only 
as to what related to his method of ranging and 
reducing the Egyptian Dynafties. But even as 
to this particular, the very learned and ingeni- 
ous F. Pezron, in his excellent work entitled, 
The Antiquity of Time reftored; and fince him 
F. Bonjour the Auguftin Monk, in what he has 
printed at Rome concerning the Egyptian Chro- 
nology, have plainly fhewn the many errors 
and miftakes the Author has committed in treat- 
ing this fubje€ft. And I have obferved feveral 
others, which I think it impoffible either to ex- 
cufe or defend. Here the Author enters into 
the merits of the caufe relating to Marfham’s 
new fyftem of the Egyptian Chronology and 
Dynafties, and by an enumeration of fix feveral 
particular errors and abfurdities he thinks he 
finds contain’d therein, endeavours to confute it. 
But there being no room now left to go on with 
it ; and that we may not divide what belongs to 
the fame fubjeét, but prefent the reader with 
the whole of what he advances on this head in 
one view, we muft refer what remains of this 
differtation to our next Journal. | 


ART I- 





es, 4 ui 


. Oe OO bd eo 






Art. 21. the Republick of Letters. 





ARTICLE XxX. 


L&T D E-#. 


E hear that Dr. Albinus, Profeffor of 
Anatomy in this Univerfity, has, by 
means of injections, lately difcover’d fome vef- 
fels in the vitreous and cryftalline humours, 
and even the communication there is betwixt 
the veffels of thofe two humours. 

The fame Profeffor is faid to be writing a 
new Explication of Euftachius’s Tables ; that 
which Lancifi has given the publick being very 
defective. 





PADUA. 
VW hope to fee, before it be long, the 


pofthumous Works of Vafalva come 
out, through the care of Morgagni, to whom 
they were committed by the dying Author. A- 
mong the other novelties, we may there expect 
to meet with from fo great an Anatomift, will 
be feen the difcovery he made of an excretory 
Duct from the Glands that lye upon the Kid- 
neys, (called Renes fuccenturiati, or Capfule 
atrabilarie)) to the Tefticles. For want of 
this difcovery, the ufe of thefe Glands has hi- 
therto been unknown, or at leaft uncertain. 
And the Author valued himfelf fo much upon 
8 it, 
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it, that for fear any one fhould endeavour to 
rob him of the honour of being the firft Difco- 
verer, he took care to have the time when he 
deliver’'d his papers to Morgagni, to be regi- 
ftred by a Notary publick, before witneffes. 


ROM E. 


Ardinal Albani is printing at Urbino the 

feveral different Ecclefiaftical Kalenders and 
Martyrologies of the Greeks, in three Vo- 
lumes, Fo/. Some of which , were tranflated 
by Pope Clement XI. himfelfi There will be 
added the Sculptures of all the Miniatures found 
in the MSS. ‘Two Volumes are already print- 
ed ; and the third will be ready by next Eatfter. 
The Greek charatters refemble thofe of the 
Barberini Edition of the Pachymeres. 'The price 
of this Work in fheets, will be ten Roman 
crowns. 


VENICE. 


| Oletz and Albrizio, two Bookfellers of 
this City, are printing a new Edition 
of the Councils, which will contain not only 
all that F. L’ Abbe and Balufius have given us 
in this Colleétion, but alfo all that F. Hardouin 
added in his Edition, together with whatever 
elfe lies fcattered up and down the many feve- 
ral treafures of anecdote Colle€tions, that any 
way relate to this fubjeét, hitherto publifhed. 


Il. Favarina, another Bookfeller of this place, 
has likewife undertaken a new Edition of all 
the Works of F. Sirmond: And feveral other 
Bookfellers here are preparing for printing new 
Editions of the ancient Fathers. 9 
BO- 
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BOLOGNA. 


Gotti, a Dominican, has printed here two 
e Volumes of School-Divinity, and intends 
fhortly to publifh feveral more. 


FLORENCE, 
Gori has publifhed here a Colle@ion of 


« Infcriptions, that were found jn this, 
and the other Cities under the jurifdiétion and 
dominion of the Great Duke. ’Tis to him we 
are alfo indebted for the explication of an In- 
{cription found upon the tomb of the family 
and houfhold of the Emprefs Livia, lately pub- 
lifhed ; about which M. Bianchini has alfo given 
us his opinion fome time ago. 


MILAN. 


W luce more the modefty of any Author of a 

learned and valuable performance endea- 
vours to conceal him, *tis doing the greater 
juftice to the publick, to difcover and make 
him known: we are glad therefore of this op- 
portunity to inform our readers, that the Author 
of the Chorogaphical Table, placed in the be- 
ginning of the twelfth tome of the Italian Wri- 
ters lately publifhed, and which the Palatine 
Society, the editors of that great work, fet fo 
high a value upon, is F. Beretta the Benedi¢tin. 


PARIS, 


Ip ney have lately publifhed here, L’bifoire 
du Theatre Italien de puis la Decadence de 

la Comedie Latin, Par M. Riccoboni. 
| II, The 
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If. The following Bookfellers, Meffieurs Kna- 
ba pen the father and fon, Cailleau, Saugrain, 
"ih Prault, the widow Piffot, Mrs. Huart, Giffay, 
Bordelet, are all engaged in printing a book, 
a which will foon be publifhed, entituled, L’Hi- 
i fiocre du peuple de Diou, depuis fon origine jufqua 
it la Naiffance du Meffie, Tirée des feulles livres 
f faintes, in 8 Vol. in 4to; of which they have 
| printed a plan and propofals. 
























i III. There is alfo juft publifhed here, Effay 
if philofophigue {ur la providence, printed for Gre- 
| goire Dupuis Rue St. Jacques at the golden 
crown, in raw. 
i This Effay, which is written in the form of 
a letter, was only originally defigned, as the 
Author acquaints us in his preface, to fatisfy 
and refolve the doubts and difficulties of a par- 
ticular friend ; but fince what proved fo ufeful 
ih and fuccefsful with him, may equally contribute 
to the peace and fatisfaction of cthers in the 
like ftate and fituation of mind ; this was -what 
-alone determined him to publifh it, tho’ no- 
thing lefs originally intended. Mr. le Moine, 
a Doétor of the Sorbonne, who gives the ap- 
i a probation to the book, fays, °* That it is writ- 
i <¢ ten in fuch a ftyle and manner, which joined 
“° to the importance of the fubject he treats, , 
*° muft neceffarily procure it an efteem and good 
| “* reception of all men of learning and judg- 
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Hy IV. Meffieurs Martin and Guerin are jutft 1 
He going to publifh a new Roman hiftory from 
| Romulus to Conftantine, in 6 Vol. in r2mo. It § f 
| is written by Mr. Abbe Des Fontaines. 
| t 
| V. Mr. 
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V. Mr. Sully has publifhed here his new me- 
thod for the better regulation of watches and 
pendulum clocks. °*Tis printed for Gregory 
Dupuis. *Twill alfo be prihted in Italian, Spa- 
nifh and Englifh. ‘There is an advertifement at 
the end of the book, relating to another traét 
of his, which he defigns to publifh, and will be 
entituled, A new method for finding the lon- 
gitude at fea. ‘The fame Bookfeiler has alfo 
p:inted another of his books, entituled, A de- 
{cription of a clock of a new invention for find- 
ing the exact meafure cf time at fea, with a 
differtation upon the longitude. To which is 
added, the refule of all the experiments made 
with this clock, and the judgment of the Roy- 
al Academies of Sciences at Paris and Bourdeaux 
paffed upon it. He is alfo preparing for 
the prefs a French tranflation of an Englifh let- 
ter upon the great ufefulnefs of the mathema- 
tical fciences, and the beft method of ftudying 
them, wrote by a late famous Savilian Profef- 
for of the Univerfity of Oxtord ; and alfo a fe- 
cond edition of his Artificial Rule of Time, 
with figures and many other additions. 


LONDON. 


PW He reverend and very learned Mr. Bed- 
ford, Reétor of Newton St. Loe in the 
County of Somerfet, and Chaplain to the Ha- 
berdafhers Hofpital at Hoxton near London, 
has been long engagedi in a great and noble 
Work, but of a very difficult and arduous na- 
ture ; which he has now finifhed, and has been 
fome time in the prefs, and as there are about 
two thirds already wrought off, and the remain- 
i ua | der 
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der in great forwardnefs, fo that we may now 
expect to fee the whole foon publifhed. It is 
entituled, Scripture Chronology demonftrated 
by Aftronomical Calculation. 

A Work, tho much recommended by the moft 
reverend Archbifhop Usher in his pretace to his 
incomparable Annals, as a very difficult, tho’ 
not impoffible task, yet nothing of this nature 
has been attempted till now. 

The whole is divided into eight books, or fo 
many different periods of time; the feveral 
contents of which are as follow. 


Book I. from the Creation of the World, to 

the Flood. 

II. from the Flood, to the promife given 
to Abraham. 

III. from the promife, to the departure out 
of Egypt. 

IV. from the departure, till the entrance 
into Canaan. 

V. from the entrance into Canaan, till the 
building the temple. 

VI. from the building the temple, to the 
captivity. 

VII. from the captivity, to the birth of 
Chrift. 

VIII. from the birth of Chrift, to the de- 
ftruction of Jerufalem. 


Where, among a great variety of very im- 
portant, learned, and curious refearches and en- 
quiries, we fhall find in particular the following 
ones, fome of which are of a very fingular and 
paradoxical nature, largely treated of, and tho- 
roughly examined and determined. 


1. The 
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1. The differences of Numbers throughout 
the old Teftament, reconciled. 

2. The various accounts of Time among the 
Grecians, Perfians, Chaldeans, Egyptians and 
Chinefe, made agreeable to thofe of the He- 
brew original; in oppofition to the Septuagint, 
but efpecially the Samaritan verfion. : 

3. That the moft folemn atts of devotion, 
and other religious tranfactions mentioned in 
the old Teftament, were performed on that day 
which we call Sunday, clearly proved. 

4. That the Sabbath was altered to the laft 
day of the weck, at the departure of the chil- 
dren of Ifrael out of Egypt ; but reftored again 
to the firft by our Saviour’s refurrection, evi- 
dently fhown. 

5. That the yeer of Jubile was a type of the 
nativity of our Saviour; that the Sabbatical 
year was a type of his refting in the grave ; 
and that this Fpocha correfponded with the re- 
fpective years, fairly demonftrated. 

6. Several geographical, and other curious 
Defcriptions. 

The Hiftory from the Creation of the 
world, continued to the time when Dean Pri- 
deaux begins his learned Connexion : Colleéted 
chiefly trom the moft authentick Oriental Hi- 
{torians. 


The whole is illuftrated with ten accurate 
Maps ; viz. 1. that of the world before the 
Flood ; 2. of the general difperfion and fettling 
of the nations: 3. of the ancient fituation of 
Canaan: 4. of Canaan, divided among the 
twelve tribes: 5. of Egypt: 6. of the tamily 
of Shem, in Afia : 7. of Ham, in Afia: 8. of 


Japhet, 


~ oe 


































eine Se 


tne. ee tte ee eee er 2 


aa 
Se a a a ee en 
at : 


——— : 
- es 


va Ee 4 my z eo: 
—e — 
















































ee ee 











240 The Prefent State of Art. 21, 


Japhet, in Afia: 9. of Europe: ro. of A- 
trica. 

There will be alfo about twenty Copper. 
plates befides. 

To which will be further added, at the end 
of each book, a review of the texts contained 
in the preceding Work, in order to prove, 1. 
their divine authority : 2. the fulfilling of the 
Prophecies in their order : 3. the do¢trine of 
the Trinity : 4. the Divinity of Chrift, Sc. 


II. The learned and laborious Mr. Strype, 
whom the late Bifhop of Sarum (Dr. Burnet ) 
recommended to the publick, as the moft fit 
perfon to continue his immortal work of the 
Hiftory of the Reformation of the Church of 
England, has lately publifhed a third Volume 
thereof, entitled, Annals of the Reformation 
and Eftablifhment of Religion : Containing the 
government and infpe€tion of the Bifhops in 
their refpective diocefes ; the bufy actings of 
the Papifts and Puritans; the difficulties and 
dangers the State as well as the Church met 
with from time to time, occafioned chiefly by 
endeavours to overthrow both, by the power 
and practices of fuch as favoured Mary Queen 
of Scots; of whom many fpecial tranfa€tions, 
and chiefly of her fentence and death, and the 
confequences thereof are fhown, and the Spa- 
nifh invafion in the year 1588 ; both ferving to 
give light to thofe two great Crifes of Queen 
Elizabeth’s happy reign. Alfo fome account of 
the ftate and occurrences of the Church of 
Ireland : Of events and differences that fell out 
in the Univerfities : Remarks of many perfons 
of eminence and quality in Church and State, 


&c. } 


